
Our action 

- To bring to the attention of 
European policy makers (at 
the Parliament and the 
Commission) contributions 
based on the expertise of our 
members 

- To develop co-operation 
between social organisations 
for peoples’ benefit 

- To give information 
concerning community 
policies and programmes 

- To act as a logistical base to 
look for transnational 
partners 

- To assist in the drafting of 
European grant applications 

Already in 17 countries: 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Finland, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, 
Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Russia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, United 
Kingdom. 
  

In 2010, at the occasion of the 
European Year for combating 
Poverty an Social Exclusion, 
ESAN is a member of the 
coalition of European NGO 
networks to ensure an active 
participation of social NGOs in 
the year and to advocate for a 
strong political legacy from 
the year and takes an active 
part in the activities organised 
by the EU Commission during 
EUY2010. 

Our philanthropic and 
scientific objectivesTo 
encourage in Europe a 
coherent social policy based 
on the shared values of our 
members 

Our values 

The European network ESAN 
is founded on: 

- The respect of the dignity of 
the person 

- Human Rights, the 
Internationational Convention 
of Children’s rights 

- The European Union Charter 
of Fundamental Rights 

- Freedom of conscience 

- Solidarity 
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Web Links 

Opportunities 

SGI watch*** > SGEI* organisation initiative and mandating 
> followed by a meeting of the public services and social economy groups 
 

Before the official report, the competition Head Office publicly announced two 
key elements for all those working in social economy : 
 

1- compatibility between the operator initiative and the  SGEI mandating: there’s 
nothing in the community law concerning State help which prevents the operator 
from pointing to a need, proposing an initiative of general interest and having it 
recognized as such and financed by a public body as a compensation. This project 
is recognized by the public body concerning its general interest aspect by the 
official acts of SGEI mandating, as defined in the December 2011 decision 
referring to the dispositions of the Treaty (art.106.2 TFEU** concerning 
companies “in charge of the SGEI management".) 
 

2- the SGEI mandating act must specify in particular the nature of the public 
service requirements but does not prevent the operator from being free 
concerning the conditions of their implementations and  evolutions.  

*SGEI : Services of general economic interest 

**TFEU : Treaty on the functioning of the European Union  

***SGI : Services of general interest 

Contact  [liliane.esan@skynet.be] 

« Confrontations Europe » … Contact : christian.caron@gleeds.fr  
 

June 12, 2012 Conference in Paris, organised by CE and EIFR 
 

Theme  :  « Propositions for the an industrial revival in Europe » with Philippe 
Maystadt, former Belgium Exchequer, former EIB (European Investment Bank) 
President … Philippe Herzog, Confrontations Europe president and founder … 
Edouard de Lencquesaing,  EIFR (European Institute of Finance Regulation) 
general manager … Michel Pébereau, BNP-Paribas former President. 
  

Summary : European deindustrialisation is limited: in fact, it increases every 
year, but slowly compared to that of services. 
Europe is made of countries with different rhythms of development (North and 
south differences). 
To match the development of the USA and Japan, Europe needs to : 
Increase and share its costs in  R and D. 
Increase its competitive edge through a better qualification of workers. 
Implement long-term investment. 
   Act in solidarity and competitive cooperation. 

Fund raising... We’re putting up for sale 9 copies of an engraving called 
« Les Précurseurs » , by the Belgian painter and engraver  CLAUDE LYR .  
 

                                An organisation dedicated to the education of children had           
commissioned this work; it represents Commenius,  

                                Czech pedagogue and philosopher from the Middle Ages who 
advocated pleasant kindergartens for boys and girls;                   
Erasmus, from the Holbein engraving in the Louvres; Decroly,  
Belgian doctor and psychologist who paved the way for new 
conceptions of education. 
 
If you are interested, please contact  [liliane.esan@skynet.be] 

ESAN-NEWS is designed for communication amongst our members. The streamlined format facilitates widespread 
distribution – whilst the many links featured give the reader access to ESAN aisbl’s site and digital platform.  
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Liliane Cocozza, UFAS (Francophone union of social assistants) member, ESAN 
vice-president and permanent representative with the European Commission in  
Brussels. (extracts from the talk delivered in Pinhal Novo on May 24, 2012) 
 

How did an ESAN network find its way with European institutions ?...  
«We had noticed that poverty, exclusion, injustices, discriminations…came from the 
difficulties too many citizens had to accede to their rights, to the existing rights but 
also to those which should contribute to improve the quality of life in Europe.”  
This principle is still our guideline, and we follow it in our actions in Brussels. 
 

The European social platform is our foundation, this is where everything starts 
when it is time to start fighting to improve the development of a European social 
platform. In 1993, when preparing the Amsterdam Treaty, the Commission asked 
seven experts to analyse the situation in Europe and make propositions to improve 
communication and citizen participation in the actions of the European 
institutions…  
“Today nobody mentions this report, which brought about structures enabling 
citizens to be closer to the institutions and be important in decision-making.” 
 
In 1995, the Commission wished to create a “Platform” which would bring 
together social networks. With 45 other networks, “ESAN insisted on making heard 
the voice of citizens who never speak, who are never heard… In that way, we 
managed to put together the Chart of Fundamental Rights”. This document, written 
with the trade unions, was forwarded to the convention. Endorsed in Nice, the 
Chart of Fundamental Rights is now part of the new treaty, welcomed on all sides, 
but weakened, lost among other charts, and rather forgotten by the platform… 
 
« Have we failed?... No, it’s a struggle, we do not fight with armies and fire-arms, 
we fight with ACTIVISTS, who never give up, are vigilant, and do not fall in the traps 
st by the meanderings of economic policies designed to slow down social 
development ». 

The International Carrefour Foundation sponsors the  » Insituto de Apoio à 
Criança«  (I.A.C) which helps young people in difficulty to learn a job and learn 
how to live in a group. 
 

Having serious difficulties at school for over a year, and behavioural problems, 81 candidates, 
aged 14 to 18, were selected to be trained in different trades and sent back to active life. 
 

Interviews helped to know the candidates, thanks to questions about their schooling, their 
personal life and interests. They helped to know what these young people were expecting 
from the IAC Carrefour Portugal programme. 

 

After a skill assessment, they are ready for training. Their tutors are men and women from the 
Carrefour group… There are meetings with the families to solve problems, there are also visits 
to the parents’ homes to explain the children’s progress. The results showed that there were 
behavioural changes… 

 
Training in real working conditions took place with a team from Carrefour 
Telheiras. It is adapted to working conditions, designed to integrate the young 
people, and helps them discover the trades which exist in the shops… 
When the training is completed, and owing to the results, Carrefour Portugal can 
decide to integrate these young people in active life. 

                                                             Source [http://www.fondation-carrefour.org] 
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