
Our action 

- To bring to the attention of 
European policy makers (at 
the Parliament and the 
Commission) contributions 
based on the expertise of our 
members 

- To develop co-operation 
between social organisations 
for peoples’ benefit 

- To give information 
concerning community 
policies and programmes 

- To act as a logistical base to 
look for transnational 
partners 

- To assist in the drafting of 
European grant applications 

Already in 17 countries: 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Finland, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, 
Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Russia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, United 
Kingdom. 
  

In 2010, at the occasion of the 
European Year for combating 
Poverty an Social Exclusion, 
ESAN is a member of the 
coalition of European NGO 
networks to ensure an active 
participation of social NGOs in 
the year and to advocate for a 
strong political legacy from 
the year and takes an active 
part in the activities organised 
by the EU Commission during 
EUY2010. 

Our philanthropic and 
scientific objectivesTo 
encourage in Europe a 
coherent social policy based 
on the shared values of our 
members 

Our values 

The European network ESAN 
is founded on: 

- The respect of the dignity of 
the person 

- Human Rights, the 
Internationational Convention 
of Children’s rights 

- The European Union Charter 
of Fundamental Rights 

- Freedom of conscience 

- Solidarity 
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ESAN-NEWS is designed for communication amongst our members. The streamlined format facilitates widespread 
distribution – whilst the many links featured give the reader access to ESAN aisbl’s site and digital platform.  
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 European platform against poverty and social exclusion  
  

The European Union has over 80 million people living near poverty,including  
20 million children and 8 % of the working population. This is why the 
European platform against poverty and social exclusion is trying to achieve 
the Union goal to get at least 20 million people out of poverty and social  
exclusion before 2020. 
  

Started in 2010, the platform is part of the Europe 2020 strategy for 
a smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. 
  

How can we do it: 
If the fight against poverty and social exclusion belongs mainly to 
national governments, the Union can coordinate actions by: 
■ determining good practises and  promoting cooperation; 
■ fixing rules for the Union; 
■ giving the financial means. 
  

Main actions: 
■ Improve access to work, social security, health, housing and 
education. 
■ Make a better use of Union funds to help social inclusion and fight  
discrimination. 

■ Promote social innovation to find the right solutions for Europe after the crisis, in 
particular to have a better social protection. 
■ Create new partnerships between the public & private sectors. 
 

For  more  info:  [http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=961&langId=fr] 

The 

Institutions 

The social investment package   
 

« We must invest in the social field if we are to get out of the crisis stronger, with more  
solidarity to meet the challenges. If the member states do not invest today, the financial 
and social price to pay will be much more important tomorrow», 
says Laszlo Andor, commissioner for Employment, who presented the texts. 
 

Brussels, February 20, 2013 – The European Commission endorsed today the social 
investment package  ”Toward a social investment for growth and cohesion”, including 
the implementation of the  European social fund 2014-2020…  
The « social investment package », which the  Commission has just presented, gives 
the member states  orientations for better and more efficient social policies to get 
over the major difficulties they are facing at the moment, namely the high level of 
poverty and social exclusion, the unprecedented level of unemployment, in particular 
among young people. Add to this the ageing population and the diminishing number 
of people who have the right age to work, all this is a problem for the quality of the 
social work in each state. 

  

The «social investment package » includes a recommendation from the  Commission concerning the 
fight against the poverty of children…it insists on: 
■ social protection systems which must answer the needs of people at certain key moments in their 
lives. 
■ simplified targeted social policies for a better social protection… 
■ better social inclusion policies in the members states; public services for children and good state 
schools should be open to all, actions should be taken to prevent dropping-out, and training, looking 
for a job or a house should be helped, as well as the access to health care. 
 

For  more  info:  [http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=fr&catId=750&newsId=1807&furtherNews=yes] 
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The «HSBC bank » foundation looks every year for projects from 
organisations… And will select, after studying the propositions, around 
ten projects. 
   

 Anyone can submit a project (not only people who work in this bank). Candidacies 
can be submitted before April 30, 2013. 
 

     [http://www.hsbc.fr/1/2/hsbc-france/a-propos-d-hsbc/developpement- 
                                                                                durable/mecenat/education/fondation-hsbc] 
 

The  8th  call  for  projects follows  the  theme  of the  last  projects:   
« Culture  to  grow up  and  succeed  at school  at all ages  for children in difficulties”, and the 
Foundation objectives, namely  « help the access to education through  culture   for 
youngsters from  families in need ». 
Project beneficiaries must live I  in France  (but not in overseas territories).  
 

The selected projects  must: 
 *  help  work  with  the school ,  by being  an  additional  partner  in  learning  the  basics,  
and also with the  families.   
 * suggest  ways  to  collaborate  and  meet with  HSBC  people  in  France,  because  
meetings help  get rid social  inequalities .  
All  projects  will  be  analysed  by  IMS – “Entreprendre pour la Cité”  which  will make a first 
selection, which   will  then  be  considered  by the General  Delegate  and sent  to the 
Executive  Committee who will chose, in the selection, about ten projects  which  will  be 
helped  for a renewable period  of  about one to three  consecutive  years . 

 

The  global   budget  for all  these  projects  for  2013-2014  is about  100,000 €. 
If you wish to  send a project,  you must fill an application form  and send it  before April 30, 
2013, to: associations@mecenova.org 
 

Opportunities 

Fabienne, 40,  commercial representative,  
and volunteer with ESAN in Paris since May 2011 

 
How did you know of  ESAN ? 
 

“I  heard of ESAN through a mailing from the Secours Populaire, they were looking for volunteers in 
 spring 2011… They had clearly defined needs in terms of ability, and at a first meeting I met Léon 
 Dujardin, the president, and the ESAN  voluntary workers. 
 
What do you do in ESAN as a voluntary worker? 
 

« At ESAN you can work from home with internet and your  telephone. We meet regularly  to discuss projects and events…      
As a volunteer  worker , for example, I help coordinate the actions of new  workers, I join working  groups… I report  on  
meetings,  presentations … , I help organise seminars (ESAN 20 years anniversary),    we must also prepare the future of 
the organisation, plan its financing, its new  work  directions and communication tools, etc. 
 …It’s interesting, and fulfilling, both intellectually and  on a personal   level ». 
 
 

What is it that you   l i ke  in volunteer work ? 
 

« For a long time  I wanted to give  time to help others, be  a “more active “citizen, meet new people from different walks 
of life  sharing the same values, and use, each at his own level,  our means, time and talents. This is what I find in this 
volunteer work… meetings and interesting exchanges, solidarity, respect, and also the pleasure  to be  together and feel  
that you’re doing things ». 
   
How do you manage to be  a salaried worker AND a voluntary worker ? 
 

«A job gives you a social position, requires abilities and time  in exchange of  a salary… volunteering  is  more personal, it 
has something to do with your  values, with the fact that you believe  that people and situations can change, that you 
believe in teamwork, something which is not so common in the  professional  world. 
From a practical point of view,  it’s easy to do with the new communication tools, with the way the organisation works, 
and above all  thanks to Léon Dujardin who trusts you and gives you a lot of autonomy to do what you want.” 
 
What would you say to a worker who wanted to  do some voluntary work? 
 

« Becoming a voluntary worker is one of those key moments in your life, it’s an involvement for and with others… I would 
say that you must take time to chose the organisation according to your  values, your inclinations, your  free time… You 
must see volunteering as an enrichment, a fulfilment for yourself and for others… Yes, you must take your time, consider 
what your means are, your limits, and do it with pleasure, dynamism and conviction! » 
 
How do you see ESAN in the future ? 
 

« As a social network  ESAN will keep developing…I’m pleased to see new  volunteers who bring new  talents and 
aspirations, and thus bring a new dynamism. I hope ESAN will  find new  funds to go on defending the values of respect 
and justice...at a time when organisations like ESAN have to change and adapt…     Good luck to ESAN! 

Portraits 



Ours : English translation: Bernard Jung 
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Our 

Members 

              ECAS is a Catalan federation of social action  
 

ECAS was created in 2003 with the merging of several social  
Platforms to be a place of exchange, dialogue and coordination  
for all its members, the government and others… 
 

« We want to be stronger, and by promoting inclusion, ensure the 
respect of the rights of the people, encourage an active citizenship  
and the welfare of all through a society based on self-involvement and 
responsibility. » 

 
 

http://acciosocial.org/ 

 

Message from the UFAS … Contact : Liliane Esan <liliane.esan@skynet.be>  
The European Union encourages women managers!  
During the European week of small and middle-sized businesses organised by the 
EU last October, the Union encouraged women to create and run their own 
companies. 
 

For a few years now, the European Commission has offered women 
managers different types of help : a network of women representatives 
of the entrepreneurial spirit and a network of women tutors to help 
managers in their work. The following link gives info on resources 
available  in the EU countries : 

 
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/promoting-entrepreneurship/women/index_en.htm  

European Women’s Forum  ASBL  Av. de Broqueville 272/16 1200 Bruxelles 

Good 

practises 

The European Social Action network (ESAN) is looking for volunteers interested in 
social action and solidarity  to join the ’’working groups''*  within its executive 
office ... 
 

« In an economic world, with free competition and global markets, we must stand 
for people!... We have to find a future for the young generations, and help families, 
unemployed people, children, seniors, the handicapped, immigrants, whose 
situations are getting worse”. 
 

 We want to encourage among our members “exchanges of practices and 
expertise”. These exchanges reinforce the links between our organisations and 
contribute to a better communication between European decision-makers and 
people in our networks. 

Contacts : leon.dujardin@wanadoo.fr   (Tel. 06 71 90 76 24)  
 Myriam Massiani : Massiani.myriam@orange.fr   

 Christian  CARON : christian.caron@gleeds.fr 
*Objectives of the working  groups : 
 

…reinforce relations between the network members (14 EU countries at the moment) and the ESAN 
board. 
…check the nature of the relation between social action, the weel-being of people and the sustainable 
development as part of a call to European citizens: » Let’s put down a common basis for human  fulfilment  
and a sustainable economy ». 
…other groups will help our communication (www.esan.eu  ; community platform- ESAN NEWS- activity 
reports…), or help develop our network (new members- develop solidarity with the young…) 

 Web 

Links 

 
The Forum of the Regions of Europe is… 
http://www.aer.eu/fr/home.html 
 


