
Our action 

- To bring to the attention of 
European policy makers (at 
the Parliament and the 
Commission) contributions 
based on the expertise of our 
members 

- To develop co-operation 
between social organisations 
for peoples’ benefit 

- To give information 
concerning community 
policies and programmes 

- To act as a logistical base to 
look for transnational 
partners 

- To assist in the drafting of 
European grant applications 

Already in 17 countries: 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Finland, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, 
Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Russia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, United 
Kingdom. 
  

In 2010, at the occasion of the 
European Year for combating 
Poverty an Social Exclusion, 
ESAN is a member of the 
coalition of European NGO 
networks to ensure an active 
participation of social NGOs in 
the year and to advocate for a 
strong political legacy from 
the year and takes an active 
part in the activities organised 
by the EU Commission during 
EUY2010. 

Our philanthropic and 
scientific objectivesTo 
encourage in Europe a 
coherent social policy based 
on the shared values of our 
members 

Our values 

The European network ESAN 
is founded on: 

- The respect of the dignity of 
the person 

- Human Rights, the 
Internationational Convention 
of Children’s rights 

- The European Union Charter 
of Fundamental Rights 

- Freedom of conscience 

- Solidarity 
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distribution – whilst the many links featured give the reader access to ESAN aisbl’s site and digital platform.  
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 The European Parliament votes for a satisfactory food aid 
 

This victory will be followed by others : at least 74% Euro-MPs voted on Wednesday, 
June 12, to create a fund for European aid to the most deprived … they chose  a 
method and a funding which are much more favourable than those suggested by the 
European council, which includes the heads of states and of governments of the 27 
members of the EU. 
 

By deciding on a fund of 3.5 billion euros, for  2014/2020, instead of the  2.5 
billion euros offered by the council, the Parliament keeps the food aid at his 
previous level… But needs are considered by organisations and the European 
Commission to be of 4.75 billion euros, a much higher level.  

 

 Plus d’info : [http://www.social-sante.gouv.fr/actualite-presse,42/ 
communiques,2322/fead-un-signal-du-parlement,15916.html] 

Opportunities 

A few hints about the september 26, 2013 
 seminar, organised by ECAS … with the Caixa 
Foundation and  ESAN in Barcelone 
 

Conference / debate « The consequences of the crisis in the European 
context »  
• description of  Europe  with rich and poor, with a  risk  of growing  gap between 
the  two. 
• consequences of social policies and governments’ actions in Europe… 
• how  can we  evaluate   the  social  investment in Europe… 
 

Workshops: « Can we guarantee social  rights in the changing  present 
context ? » 
• education should be  a  tool  in the  fight against inequalities.  
• citizens should learn  to participate   in the  economy, in politics and in the social 
life. 
• how can we guarantee  citizens a minimum vital  income?  
• we must stop considering  housing as a  private  investment, but  rather  as  a vital  
element of life.  
 

Debate : « Are they  really efficient ? The welfare services seen by  
their actors, the organisations, society at large, the administration. » 
•balance between the  public, private, social  sectors,  between dependence and 
autonomy . 
•administrative  complexity …management, professionalism and quality of work. 
• regional fragmentation, transparency, information. 
• management tools, data bases, norms, indicators : their use  in  planning, 
management and evaluation. 
• maximum use of existing  resources , identification of new  ones… 
 

Info about existing experimentation, good  practises in the fight 
against poverty… 
• housing :  temporary expropriation,  prevention of evictions… 
•economy and solidarity : social economy  networks. 
• education : what results ?  (with F . Bofill) 
• minimum income : conditions and results in other countries. 

  

Useful links ? …European subsidies  
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=630&langId=fr&callId=373&furtherCalls=yes 

 Web 

Links 
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Members 

Toward a  positive right  
                 for SGEIs in Europe 
(Confrontations Europe February 4, 2013.) 

 

Social Europe is subject to contradictory forces…  
…an organisation in « markets » (protection & social insertion, personal 
help…) and on the other hand a “citizen” empowerment, a claim on 
“common goods”, in  territories where  the  crisis is most seriously felt. 
The SGEIs, services of general interest, are at the core of these evolutions, 
but  with no prospective vision nor positive rights. 
 

« The difference between the economic activity and other (non commercial) activities 
is not clearly defined in European law. This latter favours a general “economisation” 
of activities.” 
“There remains the problem of social services which are not capitalist companies. »                                           
                                          J-C Barbier (CNRS, UNIOPS) 
 

« The European Union is being built through laws. All services of general interest are 
in contradiction with the European laws of competition. 
The economic, ecological, social crisis  forces  the EU to find new procedures and new 
laws.                                                                       J-C Boual  (Celsig) 
 

« European rights change with jurisprudence. We must come back on the principle 
which says that social  services go against the freedom of entrepreneurs… »               
                                                                       L. Ghekière (Union sociale pour l’Habitat) 
 

«  Partnerships between organisations and public bodies must be developed. 
Regional bodies have become customers more  than developers of social activities.  
The social economy must offer  the public the best service for the best price.»   
                                                            C. Federkell-Giroux (Mutualité française). 

 
 

The « Le dire pour agir » book (Say it to do it) 
 

The books are made to encourage those who have problems, who are excluded, to 
to speak, denounce, build… to go and meet others… 
 

The book is a space for expression, reactions, meetings, ways to 
solutions, and citizen dialogue… it creates new forms of solidarity. 
It allows you to invite hundreds of people, from all ages and social 
strata- to express their dreams, their anger and hopes… speak about 
happiness, solidarity, talk about their ideas and propositions for a 
caring world. 
 

CONTENU CONTENTS AND OUTLAY OF THE BOOK  
(to be done by each organisation in the language of the country) 
 

Made of 11 pages, 11 openings to help expression ( 
in writing or drawing) 
Each person can stop at one page, at another one, or fill all the pages. 
  
This project was designed by the Secours Populaire Français in 2000. 
 

“Le dire pour agir” came from a fact: society keeps putting those in need 
deeeper and deeper into failure, misery and exclusion. Everyone tends to 
shut himsel     himself in , stop communicating, suffer alone, go down 
without any hope.            

 

You only need to hear the embarrassed silence of people on the dole or those 
excluded by society to see how urgent it is… The needs are huge… 
The first one is dignity, one must regain one’s assurance… 

Page 1 : It’s my life… 
Page 2 : I miss it…   

Page 3 : It makes me happy…  
Page 4 : It makes me  sad… 

Page 5 : It make s me mad… 
Page 6 : I wonder why… 

Page 7 : I hope that…  
Page 8 : Sometimes I dream… 

Page 9 : The  future… mine…Europe… 
the  future  of people  in my  family… 

Page 10 : I have  ideas … I want  to  do  
something 

Page 11 : I don’t want  that anymore…  
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Portraits 

Spain is going through a socio-economic crisis !…  
 

« There are severe cuts in social rights being introduced by the government in our 

country… The level of unemployment is extremely high, the highest in Europe and 

poverty is increasing every day… The government  is taking apart the system of 

basic citizen rights and cutting or stopping subsidies to NGOs which look after the 

poor…» 
 

We call the Esan network for help, in the name of solidarity, which is the only way 

to help our foundation (Adunare) to keep helping those in need. 
 

We suggest two ways to get funds: 
 

 1 – Through some of our projects, find partner companies who feel in 

touch with our activities and wish to help co-finance them. For 

example, the «Centre for community development in the Oliver 

Zaragoza district»  which answers the basic needs of people in 

situations of poverty through a methodology of integration. 
 

 2 – Look for financial help with individuals, some people who are particularly 

involved in humanitarian action are willing to help…  other people here in Spain 

know our situation very well  and will answer our calls. 
 Maria Jesus Ruiz Antorán (Adunare) 

Claire Magnoux, doing an internship with ESAN 
 

After a Master in  comparative law and  international politics, I went for a 
year of European voluntary service in  Bosnia with an NGO working on 
promoting exchanges between the different communities, through activities 
with children and teenagers. My studies and my volunteer work have in 
common my interest for human rights and in particular those of minorities. 
 This is why I wished to do an internship with an NGO working in this field. 
The opportunity to work with ESAN on the access to work of the Roma 
communities in Europe could not be missed. To help this internship, I applied 
for a Leonardo scholarship. 
 

What do you do at ESAN ?  
I’m in charge of the theme of the 
access to work of the Roma 
communities in Europe. I look in 
particular at the mechanisms of 
discrimination which lead to the 
exclusion of the Roma from the job 
market, as well as the NGOs good 
practices which help the Roma to find 
a job and integrate. The ultimate 
goal of this work is that NGOs share 
their experience, but also listen to the 
people of Roma origin, especially the 
young, express their worries and 
their vision of the future. 

The Leonardo programme is part of the   
« Education –Training throughout life » of the 

European Union.  
 

The aim is to offer a scholarship allowing  to do  an 
internship  out of your  cursus  in a  European country. 

This programme  is  run in France   by  the « Europe 
Education Formation France » agency,  which gives 
candidates a list of  organisations  which can  grant  

scholarships. Each organisation has its own criteria  for 
selection,  so I contacted about  ten organisations  before   

finding  one  whose  criteria  corresponded  to my  
internship  with ESAN. In fact,  they can vary  concerning  

the duration of the internship,  the  field of the 
internship, and the  academic level of the  candidates. 

Some  organisations can help you find an internship.  
 

(http://www.europe-education-formation.fr/) 
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