
Our action 

- To bring to the attention of 
European policy makers (at 
the Parliament and the 
Commission) contributions 
based on the expertise of our 
members 

- To develop co-operation 
between social organisations 
for peoples’ benefit 

- To give information 
concerning community 
policies and programmes 

- To act as a logistical base to 
look for transnational 
partners 

- To assist in the drafting of 
European grant applications 

Already in 17 countries: 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Finland, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, 
Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Russia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, United 
Kingdom. 
  

In 2010, at the occasion of the 
European Year for combating 
Poverty an Social Exclusion, 
ESAN is a member of the 
coalition of European NGO 
networks to ensure an active 
participation of social NGOs in 
the year and to advocate for a 
strong political legacy from 
the year and takes an active 
part in the activities organised 
by the EU Commission during 
EUY2010. 

Our philanthropic and 
scientific objectivesTo 
encourage in Europe a 
coherent social policy based 
on the shared values of our 
members 

Our values 

The European network ESAN 
is founded on: 

- The respect of the dignity of 
the person 

- Human Rights, the 
Internationational Convention 
of Children’s rights 

- The European Union Charter 
of Fundamental Rights 

- Freedom of conscience 

- Solidarity 
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Institutions 

Note from the « Social Platform » about the Social 
Investment Program (SIP) of April 26, 2013, Brussels 

Reporter : Christian Caron (ESAN Paris) 
  

There’s a change in the European Commission SIP: policies and social services 
are no longer a cost but an investment for a better coherence of our world.  
In recent years, the austerity policy in some European states led to cuts in social 
budgets, health or education…   

As a result, there was more poverty, social exclusion, inequality and 
unemployment. 
The SIP deal should present a better balance in social policies between the social  
and the  economy concerning the EU and its member states.  
  

What is a social investment ? 
It is a  provision and the use of finances in order to yield social & economic 
benefits, targeted on needs which are not met, with a social risk, and to bring  
well-being to citizens and coherence  to the community.(European Parliament 
decision, November 20, 2012).   

How does the SIP work? 
The SIP could have a real impact on social policies if the EU and the member states make sure it is applied. 

The Commission must give the member states help and guidance in the following way:  
• Anti-discrimination legislation and a  policy of equality.  

Take away all obstacles to the full participation of everyone in society in general and on the work market 
in particular owing to his/her abilities…  

• The state must play a key role as a social investor for a better coherence of society. We must have as 
soon as possible ways to finance social investments (Financial Transaction Tax, fair income tax, tax on 
capital, tax on environmental risks)… 

• The SIP should help eradicate exclusion and poverty, to reach the Europe 2020 goals concerning 
education and employment and should include specific directives from the States, controlled by the 
European Commission. 

• The SIP should work with the financial investment for the creation of the quality of work, in particular in 
the social, care and health fields to guarantee the access to work of those who are excluded or going 
through long periods of unemployment. 

• Projects concerning this type of social investment should include members of the civil society and 
investors who take risks, at all  stages of these projects from their conception to their control later on. 

For an autumn of solidarity ! 
A new season is starting, of particular importance as it will see the election of the 
European Parliament, which will bring a change in the European Commission ...  

It means that the actual Parliament and Commission will end their work, it also 
means that they should have finished with some key issues, such as the 2014-
2020 budget, which should be voted, with much delay, by the Parliament in 
October… This vote should also see the end of other projects such as the detail of 
the structural funds, with a delay of almost a year… 

The directive on public markets should also be finished this autumn, after many  
comings and goings. This legislation is important for governments and for the 
economic and social actors, mainly because of the social and environmental 
clauses, if one remembers that public markets account for almost 20% of the 
European GDP. 

Source: http://www.pourlasolidarite.eu/Télex_Mailing/Télex%202013/septembre/Telex_septembre_2013.html 
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In The News 

GREECE : The work market will soon be reduced to nothing  
 

... On one side, very “full” CVs, and, on the other, persistent unemployment or 
very low wages… Women and the young particularly are hit… And not only young 
graduates, but those in their forties or fifties who have lost their job… 

For each ad for a job, there is a flood of CVs.  
 

“When an ad appears, we can have up to 600 CVs in a week. A third are 
sent by highly qualified young people, with university degrees, and 
speaking at least two foreign languages. Applying for the same job, there 
are older people, will less qualifications on their CV but with an important 
expertise and experience… 
 

« When I send CVs, I get back compliments: « Incredible CV, PhD, published 
articles, congratulations! » But no job offer », says P.K., 30, with a degree 
in electronics at the Polytechnique school… Most of my colleagues have 
already left to go abroad. » 
 

  Giannis Elafrou  - September 8  

Source : http://www.courrierinternational.com/article/2013/09/17/un-marche-du-travail-a-l-agonie 

Photo :  A demonstrator is crying  in front  of  the   Home  Ministry  during  a gathering   of  municipal  workers on July  8,  
2013- AFP/Angelos Tzortzinis 

Our 

Members 

 COI Foundation - In 2013 we keep on developing 
 

The COI Foundation is a  Private Social Solidarity Institution (PSSI) created 
in 1980, as a child occupation center, which changed in 2005 to become 
an PSSI Foundation. 

  

Existing social services are there to 
answer identified needs, in particular in 
the Pinhal Novo and Palmela town 
councils. 
  

Together with the improvement of the 
social intervention, starts the System of 
Quality Management, an A Level 
certification process: a much-needed 

 management tool, and, for the citizens, the guarantee of a standardized reliable 
service. 

  

We carry on with the COI Foundation mission, by developing social services which 
answer the needs of the community. 
For thirty years now, we’ve been gradually extending the scope of our services. 
 

At the moment, the range of our social services include children, young people, 
the  elders, handicapped people and the community at large, particularly poor 
families and the unemployed.   
 

Three additional services have been created in the field of health, the Technical 
Assistance Bank, the Farmatural (parapharmacy) and the CliniCOI (private 
hospital), and a project of environmental education, together with the regional 
cultural and ethnographic preservation fund, a “school farm” called the Maison 
Caramela. These services should become the foundation for the economic and 
financial viability of the institution.  
 

 

 
In 2013 we also started building the Center for Occupational Activities, for handicapped citizens, and a 
Physiotherapy Center whose opening is due this October. We keep on fighting against exclusion and the 
lack of social protection and investing in community development. 

 

The COI Foundation 
has been  ESAN vice-
president  since   May 
2012,  after co-
organising  the 
European seminar  

“ESAN— Its role in 
Europe to build a 
common social 
policy », 
which took place  at 
the  Pinhal Novo  
Municipal  Auditorium 
on May 24. 
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Events 

Opportunities 

SEPTEMBER 26 IN BARCELONA 
« THE NEW METHODS TO FIGHT POVERTY » 
… What is done to reduce inequalities in Europe. 
 
 The social sector shares the suffering  of all the people who are being 
socially excluded, and struggles daily to bring about a more egalitarian 
society; but it sometimes feels powerless faced with a situation which is 
getting worse every day.  
 

The present crisis is worsening poverty and inequalities, and Spain is 
one of the European countries where the gap between rich and poor 
is widening every day. This shows that our society is sick: people 
want to get richer, through financial operations, tax evasion, 
corruption, people look for easy money, forgetting the moral law 
which should lead our actions and projects, namely  to work for an 
economy for the profit of everyone, where citizens can live a better 
life, and above all where there is a real distributive justice.  
 
ECAS et ESAN fought for these principles, and will keep fighting for a 
fairer world. Together we look at this world where the number of 
those who lack in everything keeps increasing every year, where we 
watch with great anxiety poverty becoming every day more 
intolerable… This deep crisis we’re going through is provoking such 
socio-economic changes that all references and values are no longer 
valid, and the situation forces us to find new values and invent new 
forms of action. 
 

Faced with this reality, we want to help eradicate poverty and 
exclusion, and this day must open a space for exchange and thought 
to help us find new solutions so that our fight imposes today what we 
couldn’t obtain when there was an economic growth. 
 

We are part of a European Union which plays an important role in 
the social and economic conditions of our country, and we believe 
that with the help of the report conducted by the Caixa, the 
European social policies will better understand the possibilities, the 
impact and the efficiency of these new means in order to achieve a 
fairer and more egalitarian society. 

 
Objectives for this day: 
 

•  Explain the true situation of our country in the European context, by referring 
to the Caixa report (Social Crisis in Europe: causes consequences in Spain, 
“Etudes Sociales, n°35), 
 

• Analyse the European social policies, the solutions proposed in different 
countries in similar situations, 
 

•  Think of the different means to fight inequalities and identify new ways to 
guarantees the social rights of citizens, 
 

•  Present the good practises tried by different Organisations in Europe, 
 

•  Define the role of the social sector in a Europe of inequalities, where the rights 
of the individual and social coherence are in danger. 



Ours : English translation: Bernard Jung 
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Good 

practices 

ELLAN*   (European Later Life Active Network) 
 

Europe is facing a serious ageing of its population. The EIPAHA  

(European Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing) strategic 
plan of 2011 highlights the idea of an active old age.  
It asks for a new positive vision of ageing.  
The challenge is how to pass this vision on to the training of professional 
people and therefore to the working practice with the aged… 

 

This project helps European cooperation and exchange of the innovation 
and good practice linked with ageing and the educational preparation of 
those who  who work with old people... 
 

This project  is specifically designed for educators and managers in further 

education institution in Europe. 
 

The syndicate will carry out reviews of the qualifications needed for staff working 
with the elderly from the point of view of literature, research, professionals, 
students and old people themselves. The results will be used in the development of 
better educational programmes, as well as in the promotion of a more positive 
vision of work with the elderly by national and European networks. The results will 
be found in conferences, publications and through the social media. 

 

The reference to skills at the European level will improve the 
quality of education for the workers in social services and will help 
them work with old people. Therefore, ELLAN will bring a better 
education, a better staff mobility and a better care of the aged in 
Europe. 

Christoph Kusche 
 

* ELLAN is a consortium of 28 partners in 26 European Countries. This consortium has worked 
together in grant applications to the European Lifelong learning programme (LLP -project 
ERASMUS Academic Networks) related to the care of older people. 

Portraits Malika Tabti 
 

SPF Manager of the partnerships with private businesses and institutions: 
 

«I’ve been working with the  Secours Populaire Français since 1985, 
for more than half my life in fact… With the Secours Populaire I 
found a determination to fight exclusion and to fight for people, 
always focusing on helping those in need. Solidarity, the respect for 
the difference in others, are the values which help me every day». 

Quotations : …In a world where selfishness and individualism rule… the 

common wealth is fighting a loosing battle . MT 

…We sometimes forget to put some meaning in our solidarity. MT 


