
Our action 

- To bring to the attention of 
European policy makers (at 
the Parliament and the 
Commission) contributions 
based on the expertise of our 
members 

- To develop co-operation 
between social organisations 
for peoples’ benefit 

- To give information 
concerning community 
policies and programmes 

- To act as a logistical base to 
look for transnational 
partners 

- To assist in the drafting of 
European grant applications 

Already in 17 countries: 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Finland, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, 
Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Russia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, United 
Kingdom. 
  

In 2010, at the occasion of the 
European Year for combating 
Poverty an Social Exclusion, 
ESAN is a member of the 
coalition of European NGO 
networks to ensure an active 
participation of social NGOs in 
the year and to advocate for a 
strong political legacy from 
the year and takes an active 
part in the activities organised 
by the EU Commission during 
EUY2010. 

Our philanthropic and 
scientific objectivesTo 
encourage in Europe a 
coherent social policy based 
on the shared values of our 
members 

Our values 

The European network ESAN 
is founded on: 

- The respect of the dignity of 
the person 

- Human Rights, the 
Internationational Convention 
of Children’s rights 

- The European Union Charter 
of Fundamental Rights 

- Freedom of conscience 

- Solidarity 
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Message from our new President Christoph Kusche 
 

During the september 27, 2013, general assembly I 

defined my priorities for coming actions: 

 

1. In our involvement for a social Europe, we must concentrate on Brussels’top 

priorities which are very important for all the social organisations: 

• Urgent decisions for a Social Investment Package (SIP) and for the 

implementation of the European Social Fund (ESF) which should help young 

people to find a job in four months, and help fight youth unemployment in Europe.  

• The EMU (Economic & Monetary Union) must have a social dimension. Statistics 

show the state of social justice in Europe. This is why we are, with Brussels’ social 

platform,  in favour of European social standards. More precisely, we’ll fight for an 

adequate minimum income, for a minimum wage, and for a universal access to 

public services (1). 
 

2. We’ll reinforce ESAN in its role of common platform for the exchange of 

information and experiments.  Everyone should find in ESAN food for hi/her daily 

work. That’s why I improved communication by using the new digital tools. These 

direct ways of exchange are designed to carry our ideas. But I also wish to revive 

direct dialogue, where people face each other, with meetings and shared seminars. 

We will therefore have to find new financial resources for our travel costs.  
 

3. ESAN is liked by the members of our network who value its position as a 

partner, coordinator and manager for common European projects.  ESAN should 

go on showing its capacities… 

I’m glad that last year, with my European “Nestor” project (2) we could once more 

find a project to fight youth unemployment. 

This year too, my request for the ELLAN (3) European project, to improve the life 

of old people, was accepted by the European Commission. With this project, we will 

be able to do what we know and like doing. 
 

We still have a lot of work to do. I wish for an open and honest collaboration in the 

further development of ESAN, and will gladly welcome all help on the way. A group 

of professional volunteers is helping with the inside communication through the 

website (www.esan.eu) and for the translation in several languages. Another group 

of professional volunteers (among them several friends of the French SPF) help us 

look for funding… These groups need help from other organisations and from other 

countries… Please answer our call for help! It can be partnerships for European 

projects, looking for new ESAN friends, technical support,special advice, sharing 

ideas or donations for our common actions. 
 

I wish to thank all those who will go with us on the road to a social and caring 

Europe. 

Sincerely. 
 
 
 
 
(1)  See  the  social  platform declaration, Letter  to Mr  Barroso :  
http://www.socialplatform.org/wpcontent/uploads/2013/03/20121001_SocialPlatform_lett
er_EC_AGS_2013.pdf ) 
(2) http://community.esan.eu/pg/blog/read/15273/eu-nestor-project-result-published-in-a-
book-in-5-languages-nestor-rsultats-publies-dans-un-livre-dans-5-langues.  
(3) http://community.esan.eu/pg/blog/read/15701/esan-partner-in-eu-awarded-project-
ellan 
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Good 

practises 
An ESAN representation in Brussels, to do what?  
 

The  European social platform is our home-base, created after 
Amsterdam by the European Commission, it now has over 40 active 
European networks covering all social aspects.  To be a member of the 
European Social Platform allows us to be recognised by the European 
official institutions.  
« This is where it all starts when we need to fight for a better European 

social policy ». The Social platform  is today a trusted partner for the 
European Commission. 

 

We work with various groups on the following topics:   
« Social Protection – Gender equality – Statutes of the non-profit public social services – Fundamental 
rights – Immigration policy – Children poverty – Individual rights ... ».  
Here we make propositions to the Commission, and to other relevant bodies. We are often called to 
participate in the expert work of the Commission. 
 

ESAN was among the first networks to join that social platform, in 1995. Today, with some 46 other 
networks, we are keen to …  

                                 … « carry the voice of the citizens who never have their say ».  
 
Christophe Kusche, our President, and myself are your representatives in Brussels. We need you to answer 
all the different calls. We really want to be your « spokespersons ». 

…We shall go on acting and we count on you ». 

 We ask you to do everything to force doors open so that we can take to the Platform and to the 
Commission … your evaluations on the involvements in your countries concerning the fight against poverty 
( these reports are important for the Commission because they show the reality of what citizens live better 
than statistics or grand speeches ).     
 

We know how difficult it is, but we need this tool to help build a Europe of justice and solidarity. 
 

We also work with the European Economic and Social Committee in the SOC subgroup, 
concerned with delicate issues such as “the poverty of workers”, “children’s health”, 
“men/women equality”…  
 
We are today 28 countries in the EU. 
There are ESAN members in 17 countries. You can play a role in the economic, cultural an political 
development of the Union… We must overcome the feeling that nothing can be done, participate and 
show what must be « a better life for all ». 
 

« ESAN is your partner is these endeavours». 
 

We prepared a few tools to improve the quality of services and the effective participation of citizens in the 
development of their environment. 
 

•  The « To talk about it is to act » booklets … Help people in difficulties to restore their self-esteem and 
hope in their future.  
• « Fight stereotypes » … with a series of cards to understand the messages carried by the media. 
• «Educate and train without excluding anyone » … Proposes a list of « good practises » to help people 
with difficulties on their way back to a job. 
• « Different looks on violence » … How to deal with situations of violence and react to indifference and 
the resignation to violence. 
 

Please contact us, these tools are for you 
Brussel address : 19/21 rue du Luxembourg 

Tel : 00.32.2.351.57.35   /  GSM : 0032494050455  /  liliane.esan@skynet.be 
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ESAN BRINGS ITS PROPOSITIONS TO THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE 

On October 17, 2013, international day for the fight against poverty, eight 

NGOs (1) invited by ESAN,  could explain their positions at the Council of 

Europe in Strasbourg… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Their delegates, (Representing NGOs and people in situation of poverty – called 

« ambassadors ») used the tutorials « le dire pour agir » (talk about it is 

acting), edited by ESAN. The first ones exposed the nature and objectives of their 
association (2), the seconds (3) described, with contained emotion and great 
intelligence, the difficulties they have in their everyday life. These delegates  insisted 
in particular on the impact of the crisis, which, with diminished funding, increases 
the poverty by preventing them from helping as they should those who are 
excluded. Then the  « ambassadors »,  some young some less young, could speak 
and be heard by the Council of Europe executives. All of them, included the ATD-
Quart Monde delegation, repeated that poverty is a violation of the rights of Man. 
 

Léon Dujardin, from ESAN, strongly insisted, like those after him, 
that  … the various austerity plans, presented as so many answers 

to the economic and financial crisis, were in fact worsening the 

situation of those in need and even hitting new categories of 

people.  
 

An in-depth study concerning the negative aspects of these plans is being considered 
by the Council… The public in Strasbourg believed that these plans do not conform 

to the European social chart. 

The Council of Europe represe(rntatives invited the NGOs to gather in their own 
countries to call for the respect of that social chart with the help of  René 
LEDERMANN (ESAN delegate at the Council), and together carry on acting to 
eradicate the most shocking poverty. An evaluation of the implementation of the 
social charter and its article 30 is due on October 17  2014. 

 

 
(1) ARPOMT, France / ARRELS Fundacio, Espagne / San Joan des Déu, Espagne/ Marta Olaria de 
Casa del Sole Onlus, Italie / Ornella Compagnari, Italie / Fundaçao COI,  Portugal /IAC Projecto 
Rua, Portugal / Secours Populaire,  France/  Mouvement ATD Quart Monde,  France 

(2)  The    NGOs  saw   J-M HEYDT (NGO Conference president ; these  NGOs, including ESAN,   
are  all  recognised  by the  Council  of  Europe.),  G.BATTAINI ( Council  of  Europe  Assistant 
General  Secretary )  A. PAPIKYAN (President  of the  Delegates of Ministers with the Council).   

(3) The  representatives could all  speak with  Anne-Lise  OESCHGER (Human Rights Committee 
President)  who had prepared the meeting with ESAN and with  Luis Jimena QUESADA (Social 
Rights  European Committee President ) who spent  the  whole  day  with them  and insisted on 
the importance  of  article 30 in the  revised European social charter. 

 

 

Opportunities 



ESAN News : Jessica, who are you and where do you live ? 

Jessica : I’m 18 & I come from Portugal.I live with my parents. I have an 
older brother & 2 younger sisters. My daily life is that of young people of 
my age...  

But I’m sad, sad to see all these young people who cannot go on 
studying because they must help their parents financially… Sad 
because my father is unemployed and my mother is the only one 
who works. The state doesn’t help us and my mother works hard to 
bring us up. In her job she helps old people. My father worked in a 
buying group and spends all day looking for a job and sending 
résumés…In fact, at home, it’s very difficult…In Portugal, there 
are hundreds of families in this situation which can lead to violence 
at home… Most of the time, I just don’t feel like going home…I 
would hear too many arguments which I find more and more 
difficult to stand!... 
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Portraits 

ESAN News : what do you do, apart from school ? 

Jessica : Twice a week, I go to « Capoeira »,where I can meet wonderful people…They don’t 
lecture me on what I should do. They know that many families are in such financial difficulties 
that they can’t feed their children any more. I would like every child and every young person to 
have activities which they like. 

I think a new day will come when a financial help will be given to families for their basic needs…  

After all, people have the same rights. Why couldn’t we all live in equality?...I even wondered if 
people in power consider us as human beings. I hope one day, all the world governments will 
open their eyes and see that they are sending people right in the wall…They all should think of 
the people first…I don’t know what the future will bring my friends and me?...But I can’t stand to 
hear the speech of those who tell me that the crisis is killing me. Even if it’s true that today my 
parents can’t feed their children any more. I read in the magazine « To say it is to act » the story 
of an eight-year old child… What made him happy was to » sit down at the table with his parents 
for a good meal ». Some people are in such desperate situations that they think of killing 
themselves. What can their future be?... 

ESAN News : How do you see your future ? 

Jessica :I don’t want, when I’m eighty, to see my life as a long series of sufferings and sorrows… 
Or like that eighty-three-year old man who declares in the magazine: «I had no friends all those 
days of my life, spent, shut in my room, no word from anyone, no kindness. I was considered as a 
foreigner”. My future? I’d like to be able to say that I was happy… That I am happy and proud of 
my country and of myself… 

 

 
ESAN News : What are your projects ? 

Jessica : At the moment I’m studying in a technical school, 
specialising in «events organisation ».I hope to finish this 
year and find a job along those lines. For example, I’d like 
to organise something I called “Rock in Rio”. I wish to be a 
good professional…And who knows? Organise a meeting at 
the Council of Europe?...  

Last but not least …Imagine that, thanks to ESAN, I’ve taken the plane for the first time, I’ve 

been abroad, and on top of that, I am allowed to speak to the people who take decisions. So I tell 

them: »Think of the peoples. Think of people. Listen to what they have to say. Help the 

European citizens to have a better life, so that Europe can be seen throughout the world as an 

example and a dream to follow ». 



Ours : English translation: Bernard Jung 
 

ESAN-NEWS, 15 rue Salvador Allende, 95210 St Gratien, France 
Editor in chief: Jean Bautier (jean.bautier@gmail.com) 
Correspondents: Christoph, Léon, Bernard, René, liliane… 
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From our 

members 

… Among the  different means to fight poverty and unequalities, we insist on four on which we focused 
during that day : 

•Education as the corner stone of social protection policies…  

•Young people unemployment, long-time unemployment… We must give every unemployed person a 
training so that he/she can go back to work with fair opportunities. 

•The crisis and the undoing of the welfare state take us irreversibly  to a  society with first- and second-
zone citizens concerning access to social services, health and education … 

•The problem of housing  with evictions and the impossibility for people to go back to their homes, and 
also   the unability, today, to build social homes…   

 

We believe that we must consider more seriously the defense and development of the welfare 

state, and the guarantee of public social policies for all citizens, and develop the social values 

of  solidarity and citizen participation.    ECAS | ESAN 

JORNADA | Nous camins de lluita contra la pobresa. 
Experiències per a reduir les desigualtats a Europa | 

 26.09.2013, Palau Macaya 

SYNTHESIS FROM THE DAY’S CONCLUSIONS  

The present situation, brought about by the crisis,  generated a process 
which is out of control and led to a progressive empoverishment and to an 
increase of unequalities between people around the world… 

education : 

- Let’s take measures to allow  education and 
training  for  children and young  people  (adapted  
to social   and cultural  reality,  and to the 
market)... 
- The  States must guarantee   education for all … 
taking  into account  each person’s abilities  and 
skills,  with individual help all along   their life.  
- Let’s start  putting   to use   the European 
Commission « Youth Guarantee » criteria,  which 
should give  each youngster  an offer for a job,  
practical  training  or  an internship within 4 
months maximum after the  end  of their  
schooling  or  their loss of a job… 

active citizenship : 

- Every person must be recognised  as  a  citizen,  
with his/her  own  rights,  able  to  act according to 
his/her  abilities and  participate  in the life  of  the 
community. 
- It is  important  to  promote  actions   where  the 
community  is an agent of social  transformation, 
promoting  social values to avoid unfair situations. 
- Have  spaces where people  who  are  in fragile   
or  vulnerable  social   situations  can be heard and 
be  full citizens,  active  in their  environment  and 
their community… 

  

guaranteed  minimum wage : 

- We believe  there  is a  responsibility  for the  
state  to give citizens protection for  their basic 
needs  so that they can live in dignity. 
- We  see  at the moment  a worsening  of  the   l 
iving conditions  of many people: social work  is  
thus  more difficult,  and there  is a risk of  social 
divide. 
- The  protection of poor   families with children is a 
priority. We must protect children,  in this crisis  
which was not  created by those who are most 
vulnerable.  
- Every  person has a right  to  dignity,  this right  
must  come before  anything  else… 

  

the right to a home : 

- Housing can not be  just another  consuming  or  
speculation  good,   but must be  socially and legally 
considered as  a   vital   necessity,  under  article  47  
of the  Spanish Constitution which recognises it as a 
human right. 
 - We must build NOW enough public houses  all  
over  our countries   and develop different ways of 
ownership. 
- In the  name  of  individual  rights,  and also for  
the common good,  it is a priority  in one  way  or 
another  to put  a  stop to evictions… 


