
 Political debate with Euro MPs.  
 

Christoph Kusche (ESAN president)  participated on October 16 and 17,2013 in Brussels in political debates 
with the Euro MPs. 
 

http://esan.eu/fr/2013/11/political-debate-with-meps-oct-2013-engl/ 
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The 

Institutions 

  World Day to Overcome Extreme Poverty 
 Patrick Long, ESAN correspondent, October 2013 (extracts) :  
 

 The following topics were mentioned… 
The situation in Greece where 20% of the population lives below the 
poverty line … The importance of article 30 of the Social Charter… The 
fact that more and more people sleep in the streets… The emphasis 
was put on the European programme for vulnerable and handicapped 
people… « Youth unemployment is now severe, we must come back to 
the social charter » … « What have we done against poverty? »… There 
is a lack of institutional help for children… The European Committee on 
social rights must improve the legal aspect. 

For all our countries: respect of social rights… Our members want a 
minimum wage 

In Spain…  “The social policy must now be accepted as a production 
tool…”. 

Every individual has capacities which must be used… The Istanbul 2012 
summit insisted on the protection of vulnerable people… 

  

Speakers :  
  

Gabriella Dragoni  
Council of Europe  

vice  general   secretary 
Anne Lise Oeschger  
INGO Human Rights  

Commission President  
Jean Marie Heydt  

INGO Conference President 
Armen Papikyan  

Ministers’ delegates President 
Luis Jimena Quesada 

 European Committee  
on social rights president 

Léon Dujardin ESAN President 
Anna Vukadinovic  

President of the reporters’ group 
On social & health issues 

 

Concerning extreme poverty… 
« When you have no job, you feel humiliated and rejected... The social services say that we are not capable of 
raising our own children. »… « Children must not have to face problems which concern their parents. »… 

« In Italy taxes are increasing a lot. Companies move their headquarters to other countries. Many 
are homeless. Houses are sold and families are torn apart. »… 

Funds for schooling have diminished by 40%. We’ve run out of school supplies. « How can a 
youngster who hasn’t got the ability help the development of society? »… Fortunately the 
organisations helped make education statutory for the handicapped. 

Discriminations against Travellers… » We must listen to the Roma… Travellers are excluded from 
education… 10,000 Roma are awaiting deportation, they are considered as homeless… The Roma 
must have a postal address, then they can have a bank account, a mobile phone, and be like 
normal citizens… The Roma have abilities which should be used… At the moment the right to a job 
does not apply to …them ». 

People with a council home should pay 30% of the rent, they are in good terms with their 
neighbours and 95% stay in their home… Many single women with children are hit by poverty… 
But poverty also hits well-off families when they go through hard times… 86% of people asked 
said that they worried about the future of their children… 

70% of poor workers are women… 

There are more and more retired people with difficulties… 

In France, the Secours Populaire helps people to practice sports, to learn how to read and write, 
to go on holiday. Access to computers, access to health services… The majority of people who 
have rights do not know about them and do not use them… We believe in the right to holidays 
and the importance of communications between the generations. 

 There is no society without solidarity… 

 Man’s genetics are social… 

News 
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Members 

ELISAN* is an organisation of local representatives 
and a member of ESAN AISBL. 

 * European Local Inclusion and Social Action Network 
 

During each Board meeting ELISAN holds a conference. Léon Dujardin, president 
and founder of ESAN, is regularly invited at the board meetings and participates in 
the conferences. 

Similarly ELISAN members participate in ESAN seminars… Without confusing the 
characteristics of each association, these exchanges are very fruitful. In fact people 
who are in danger call on the social services created by local elected 
representatives and the organisations who are ESAN members. 

 These organisations  present common demands to the European institutions, and 
in particular a better treatment of people and their needs. 
 

In this way, on November 18, 2013 at the Regions Committee, ELISAN organised 
a conference on « Dispositions for organic and integrated politics to recognise, 
promote and help the family ». During this conference, the central role of the 
family was mentioned, as a place of solidarity and a generator of human capital.   

 

Several experiments were presented:   

- to develop human rights for families and women (many live alone with children 
in several countries)  

- to help programmes for youth employment.  

- to give a better autonomy to the elderly…  

During another conference « a petition to maintain a food help for those in need » 
was much debated… 

 

To show the good relations between our two 
organisations a photo was taken, at Remo Sernagiotto’s 
suggestion (he is the Regional Social Services Minister for 
the Venetia Region) with Léon Dujardin (President and 
founder of ESAN) and Patrick Kanner (ELISAN first 
president, founder of this network of local 
representatives, today president of the Conseil Général 
du Nord in France) and with several members  
of ELISAN board. 

Opportunities 

Debate on the  future of EUROPE 
http://ec.europa.eu/debate-future-europe/index_fr.htm 

 

At a time when debate on the future of Europe is developping, the European 
Commission is turning to the citizens who go to towns all over Europe to ask them 
about their opinion. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fr 
http://www.debatingeurope.eu/ 
http://ec.europa.eu/citizens-initiative/public/welcome?lg=fr 
http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/index_fr.htm 
http://europa.eu/citizens-2013/fr/home 
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The fight against poverty and inequalities 
    (9 experiments to reduce inequalities in Europe/ Palau Macaya) 
 

Looking after children… a job for university students, 
voluntary workers… 
Either at the children’s homes in contact with the families, 
or in public spaces (social centers, recreation centers…)
                    [http://barcelona.afev.org] 

 

    OBERT reception centers…  [www.arrelsfundacio.org] 
 

Short  intensive courses in firms… 
                    [www.casaldelsinfants.org] 

 

Education without exclusion / people 
in difficult  situations… 
             [info@esan.eu], [www.esan.eu] 
 

 Mambré Foundation …  Helping the homeless…  
 [www.fundaciomambre.org] 

 
Support group for mothers of all origins who are 
excluded…  [www.saludyfamilia.es] 
 

Service from compatriots to compatriot…  
Helps to provide immediate health care to children and 
immigrant families who are totally excluded from society… 
 [www.saludyfamilia.es] 
 

The CROMA Programme… Young people who do not go to 
school are helped by students to make sure they are not 
excluded…    [www.uab.cat/fas] 
 

Service to help people be autonomous … 
The TRES TURONS foundation tries to find a 
home for the mentally handicapped… to 
give them autonomy… 
[www.els3turons.org] 

 
 
 

Good 

practices 

 Barcelona public health agency 
 

This agency wants to improve health and the quality of life in Barcelona 
for people who live there or visit the town. 

The agency wishes to know all the elements which contribute to 
health, it looks into diseases, the quality of food and housing, the 
prevention of drug-dependency and its effects.    
 
web link [www.aspb.cat] 

 Web 

Links 
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Viewpoint 

Ours :                    English translation: Bernard Jung 
 

ESAN-NEWS, 15 rue Salvador Allende, 95210 St Gratien, France 
Editor : Jean Bautier (jean.bautier@gmail.com) 
Correspondents : René, Christoph, Liliane, Patrick, Katia, Christian… 

 Food safety, social rights, environment... 
 

The transatlantic Treaty,  

                              a threat over Europe 
 

Started in 2008, the talks on the free-trade agreement between Canada and 

the European Union finished on October 18. A good omen for the American 

government, who hopes to have a similar partnership with Europe. This 

project, which was concluded in great secrecy, has the full backing of 

multinational companies because it would allow them to sue any State which 

would not respect the rules of free trade. 
  by Lori M. Wallach, November 2013 

  
 

Can you imagine multinational companies suing governments whose orientations 

could endanger their profits? Could they possibly claim, and obtain, huge 

compensations for losses due to working regulations which were too strict or  an 

environmental legislation which would go against their interests? This might seem 

incredible, but it isn’t new. It appeared as such in the Multilateral Investment 

Agreement (MIA) project discussed secretly between 1995 and 1997 by the 29 

OECD countries. It was revealed by chance before being adopted, in part by Le 

Monde Diplomatique, and provoked an unprecedented number of protests and was 

then abandoned. Fifteen years later, it is back under a new presentation. 

 

The TTIP (Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership) being negotiated since 

July 2013 by the USA and the EU is a modified version of the MIA. It says that on 

both sides of the Atlantic existing regulations must comply with free-trade regulations 

set by and for major European and American firms, or risk trade sanctions for the 

country which would not respect them, or  a multi-million compensation to the 

benefit of the complainants. 

 

Owing to the official calendar, the talks could take up to two years. The TTIP 

includes and aggravates the worst elements of past agreements. If it was accepted, the 

privileges of multinational companies would become law and tie the hands of 

governments. The TTIP would ignore political changes or popular demand, and 

would be applied in whatever conditions, because its dispositions could only be 

modified with the unanimous agreement of the signatory countries. It would 

reproduce in Europe in its conception and method its Asian model, the … agreement. 

 

…Most of the studies on the TTIP were financed by institutions who believe in free-

trade or by employers’ associations, which explains why the cost of the treaty is not 

mentioned, nor its potential victims, which could be hundreds of millions. However, 

the final decision has not been taken yet.(…) 
 
 

  More info on : [http://www.monde-diplomatique.fr/2013/11/WALLACH/49803] 
 


