
Our action 

- To bring to the attention of 
European policy makers (at 
the Parliament and the 
Commission) contributions 
based on the expertise of our 
members 

- To develop co-operation 
between social organisations 
for peoples’ benefit 

- To give information 
concerning community 
policies and programmes 

- To act as a logistical base to 
look for transnational 
partners 

- To assist in the drafting of 
European grant applications 

Already in 17 countries: 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Finland, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, 
Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Russia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, United 
Kingdom. 
  

In 2010, at the occasion of the 
European Year for combating 
Poverty an Social Exclusion, 
ESAN is a member of the 
coalition of European NGO 
networks to ensure an active 
participation of social NGOs in 
the year and to advocate for a 
strong political legacy from 
the year and takes an active 
part in the activities organised 
by the EU Commission during 
EUY2010. 

Our philanthropic and 
scientific objectivesTo 
encourage in Europe a 
coherent social policy based 
on the shared values of our 
members 

Our values 

The European network ESAN 
is founded on: 

- The respect of the dignity of 
the person 

- Human Rights, the 
Internationational Convention 
of Children’s rights 

- The European Union Charter 
of Fundamental Rights 

- Freedom of conscience 

- Solidarity 
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ESAN-NEWS is designed for communication amongst our members. The streamlined format facilitates widespread 
distribution – whilst the many links featured give the reader access to ESAN aisbl’s site and digital platform.  
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International Day for Youth 
«Young people need enlightened, courage and quick action »  
 

During his opening speech at the summit on young people’s unemployment in Brussels 
on June 27 and 28, Martin Schulz, who presides the European Parliament, declared : «  
People believe less and less in the capacity and the will to change things of the 
democratic institutions »… 
 

Martin Schulz says that he is concerned about the fight against young people’s 
unemployment. « It wouldn’t be right if young people were denied a future 
because of a crisis which they are not responsible for »... «As a generation in 
power, we have a responsibility to these young people and they have a right to 
expect from us good advice, courage and quick action in order to create now some 
economic growth »… Martin Schulz believes that the best way to create jobs is 
through economic growth… We need a long term financial agreement in the EU 
which offers flexibility and more funds for priorities such as the fight against youth 
unemployment, research and investment in small and medium-sized companies. 

  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/fr/headlines/content/20130710FCS17001/2/html/La-
parole-aux-jeunes-europ%C3%A9ens-dans-les-d%C3%A9cisions-qui-fa%C3%A7onnent-leur-avenir 

 

The 

Institutions 

Martin Schulz, born on December 20th, 1955 in Eschweiler, is a German politician, member of the German  
social-democrat Party… elected at the head of the group, renamed  the Progressive Alliance social-
democrats (S&D) after the 2009 elections. At the beginning of 2012, according to an agreement with the 
conservatives, he becomes  president of the European Parliament. 

Source : Wikipedia 

Child Labour has not disappeared from Europe 
 

« Vulnerable people are always hit first when   
there are economic difficulties. »  
 

Therefore it is no surprise that a slower growth  
leads to more child labour. Recession forced many European countries to reduce drastically their social 
help budget. Faced with growing unemployment, many families have no other solution than put their 
children to work.   

… The International Organisation of Labour believes that today over  250 million children between  5 and 
14 work... According to Unesco, in Georgia, 29 % of children between  7 and 14 work. In Albania, the 
figure is 19 %. The  Government of the Russian Federation believes that the number of children at work in 
their country could reach 1M. In Italy, a June 2013 study shows that  5.2 % of minors under 16 work. 
There are no figures concerning most of the other countries. 
 

Governments should now look at the question of child labour, by having studies made, collecting data 
and seeing how the situation evolves. Most countries have adequate legislation, but do not make sure 
that it is properly applied. 

The interest of children must be an absolute priority, as said by the UN Convention on the Rights of 
Children and the decisions of the European Social Chart...  

 

http://fr.humanrightscomment.org/2013/08/20/travail-enfants-en-europe/. 

Nils Muižnieks, Lettish Human Rights advocate, born on January 31, 1969 was 
designated Council of Europe Human Rights Commissioner  on April 1st, 2012. 

Source : Wikipédia 
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Meet challenges, find solutions : the image of woman 
in the media  
 

Throughout the world, there are few women at the head of media businesses…  
You can still hear all kinds of stereotypes based on gender. 
A Council of Europe conference on  The media and the image of women  (Amsterdam, 
July 4-5, 2013) looked at the issues linked to stereotypes and sexism in the media,  
freedom of speech and gender equality.  

The conference also considered the implications of new 
technologies in the media concerning the advancement of sex 
equality. A short Council of Europe video – published in the media 
throughout the world – deals with these issues, and others related 
to the same question, and includes an interview of Laura Bates, 
founder of the “Everyday Sexism” project, which work with 
Facebook this year to help them get rid of all overtly sexist 
contents.  
  

Source : http://hub.coe.int/fr/ 

The 

Institutions 

The on-line citizen needs new rules and protections.  
Conference at the  Centre Européen Robert Schumann, by  Richard Stock.  
Council of Europe, June 25, 2013…            Reporter : Patrick Long 

People 

There are today many technological advances and the European citizen is on-line all 
the time, wherever he is, night and day… connected in many different ways… 
 
There are also new economic, social and political issues. Culture is becoming 
different with the new digital developments… 

 
Therefore there are new human rights to protect. 
 

Technology  allows man to digitize his body, his 
environment… It multiplies for those who have the 
equipment the power to control… The frontier 
between accessible data and privacy is thin … The 
digital world is an important new factor in society. 
There are problems and sometimes no solutions… 
 

Thousands of contributions to Wikipedia show that technology brings freedom… 
Knowledge and science are accessible without intermediaries and this has brought  
creation of new networks… Some users grouped and created didactic services, for 
example MOOC* (Massive On-line Open Courses). 

   
With these fast changing technologies, citizen must react and get involved to build a 
new social model. 

 

 Technology will be what we make of it. 

*Les cours en ligne ouverts et massifs1 (en anglais : massive open online course, MOOC2) constituent un 
exemple de formation ouverte et à distance en télé-enseignement. Les participants aux cours, enseignants 
et élèves, sont dispersés géographiquement et communiquent uniquement par Internet 
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Our 

Members 

Let’s dream: a country dedicated to serve its people  
                           (26/08/2013) 

Teresa Crespo, president of Catalan social actions organisations (ECAS)  
 
« August 28,1963 heard Martin Luther King’s call for freedom in a fair and equal 
society in which race, colour, religious and ethical differences would disappear and 
where everybody would have the same rights…» 
 

We used to live in times of economic growth where we believed 
we could all be rich… 
With the crisis… came the problems, no one would have imagined 
the evictions, long-time unemployment, the lack of jobs for  
the young… The list is much longer, but all the problems lead to  
the same conclusion : The search for wealth brought a society  
where people are seen  for what they possess. The main incentive is to profit. 
 
 

I could understand if my country was poor, if 

some investments or subsidies were diminished, 

but I cannot accept more inequalities. The latest 

figures concerning Europe show that in Spain 

the gap between rich and poor has widened… 

This means that our laws and those who should 

apply them did not have the ability or enough 

will to prevent fraudulous actions in favour of a 

minority, in fact it was the contrary. It seems that 

rules were used to find loops or impunity for the 

benefit of a few. 
 

Today, I dream that our welfare state, transformed by the urgency of the situation, 
finds a way to avoid these major social imbalances. 
A state which goes back to its “basics”, with welfare and the guarantee that changes 
do not only proceed from drastic cuts operated on economic criteria, but rather 
measures aiming at controlling costs, avoiding heavy bureaucracy, promoting a 
better use of resources and answering the vital needs of all citizens.  
 
The new welfare state must fully guarantee individual rights, and give everyone 
enough decent conditions… that is a common space where everyone participates 
owing to his/her position and responsibility… 
 
In my dream, there appears a society where people act in a more ethical way, 
respecting the laws and giving priority to the common wealth…   

 

We must keep dreaming,  we can do it !...  
 

 

Ours : English translation: Bernard Jung 
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Source : http://www.elpuntavui.cat/noticia/article/2-societat/5-societat/672654-un-pais-al-servei-de-les-persones.html 


