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Peace: In 2012, the EU was rewarded for its efforts for peace, reconciliation, democracy 
and human rights in Europe. The EU decided to give the Nobel Prize money for children 
who do not grow up in a country in peace. It also doubled the amount (930,000€) to reach 
2M€ Over 28,000 children have so far benefited from four emergency educative projects.

The twelve ESAN themes for the 2014 European elections:
Peace / Defence  and Security / Economy, the Euro and the Monetary Union / European social  basis and 
minimum income / R & D / Employment / Human Rights / Environment, Energy and Ecology / Living together 
/ Teaching & popular education /  International / Role of the European Parliament.

Defence and Security: The European defence agency has a  new structure starting on 
January 1, 2014 to help the member states in a  fast  moving environment .

The  agency has three  operational  directions : 
… help for planning  and cooperation , in particular  capacities and measures of  
airworthiness, certification,  training  and physical  training. 
… capacities of  weapons and technologies: prepare  future  programmes  <>  superiority  
of information including  cyber security and space, <>  land: fight against  improvised  
explosive  machineries  <>  air: drones and  in-flight refuelling  <> sea  surveillance …)

… European synergies and innovation:  boost communication between  defence  ministries  
and EU  policies…Promote innovation,  by  using   synergies with  European  programmes 
such as « 2020  Horizon »  and the  European  structural  funds.

The Economy, the  Euro and the Monetary Union: The European  Social  Fund  (ESF) is the 
oldest   European structural  fund (1957). Its mission has always been to help the   
professional  integration of people  in need  but  its  focus  has changed  with  economic  
and  social  upheavals. At the beginning it cared  particularly  about  professional  migrants,  
it now  offers a range  of  financings  to  help   the  young  and  the  unqualified. So Europe  
is not  only  made  of  directives, but  also  has  a  financial  tool, the  ESF,  whose  actions  
finance  national  initiatives.

From : basicincome2013.eu/... www.fondation-nicolas-hulot.org/... www.rpfrance.eu/ …http://europa.eu/...

The ABC of European institutions: 

The European Council … It gathers heads of states and heads of governments of the members 

states and the president of the European Commission. It determines the EU priorities and gives 

the EU its global political direction, but cannot fix the laws. 

The European Commission … Made of 28 independent Commissioners, 

elected for 5 years by the national governments. The Commission 

represents the general interest of the EU.

The European Parliament … Made of Euro-MPs elected by all citizens

in a direct election, and representing them.

The EU Council … Made of the Ministers of the member states. Its presidency goes alternatively 

to each member state, for a period of six months. It represents the members states.

The EU Court of Justice … It sees that the law is respected. Each member state has one judge. 

Like any court, it judges any dispute between the institutions of the EU, the member and the 

citizens. 

Two other institutions play an important role:

– The European Court of Auditors which controls the financing of the EU activities.

– The European Central Bank which is  responsible for the European monetary policy.
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The Role of the European Parliament: Europe 2020 strategy, what is that ?…
It is a 10-year European Commission work plan with social  objectives. The  aim is to achieve  a certain 
number of  fundamental  political  objectives at the European level  but  also with reforms at the  
national  level. The Europe 2020 strategy  is sub-titled “ a  strategy  for  an intelligent,  sustainable and  
inclusive  growth.” It includes five  precise  objectives  for  2020,  including  3  educational  and  social  
objectives:

Employment/ bring  to 75%  the   employment rate  of  people  between  20  and  64.

Education/ bring  the  school  drop-out  rate  to under  10%,  and the  rate  of  higher  education  
graduates  to at  least  40%  of those between  30  and 34 years of  age.

Poverty and exclusion/ reduce by at  least  20M  the  number  of people hit  or  threatened  by  
poverty  or  social  exclusion.

Human Rights: Between 2007 and 2013,  the  European instrument  for democracy  and  human 
rights  could find  1.1 billion euros to help initiatives to promote  among  others  participative  and  
representative  democracy,  defend the  freedom  to create  organisations, have  meetings, the  
freedom of  opinion  and  expression,  to reinforce  the  rule  of  law  and  the  independence  of  
judges,  or  to  ease  conciliation between  different  lobbies.

Living together : from Mikel  Arteta ,  Spanish political scientist,  born  1985,  in El Païs.

The  lack of a  common language  is  an obstacle  to  a  fluid and spontaneous  public  debate,  and we  
must  work on  it. On the  other  hand, we  depend on a language  which  is  necessary  for  our vision  
of  the   world. To  get over  our cultural  structures  and help  solidarity  cross  the  borderlines,  we 
need to give  more  importance  to  the   Parliament,  to  encourage  citizens  to participate   in the  law-
making  process  with the EU Council,  just like  we  need  to  create  real  European  political  parties..

Teaching & Popular Education: 
Five  propositions for the  long-term  development of  the  positive  economy:

1/ Teach school children  altruism  and  positive  economy.

2/  Make  the civic service  compulsory  and  international.

3/  Turn schools into  a  place  of  exchange  between the  generations.

4/ Put   IT at the  heart of  education.

5/ Create a  global  space for  sharing  and  for  knowledge,  a virtual space which would collect and  
present knowledge from different teaching centers in  the  world.

Environment, Energy & Ecology : Quality,  proximity,  seasonal  products.

We  must  privilege  local  proximity  productions,  to maintain  a local  supply,  a  pleasant environment   
which  limits transport  and  greenhouse  gas  emissions. We  must  privilege  local  products,  to keep 
traditional  producers  in a local  economy  which  will  avoid  relocations. We  must help  a  production  
respecting  vegetal  cycles,  animal  welfare  and health.

Employment and Poverty: Take  away  the  obstacles to women’s employment is a necessity if one 
considers our  objectives  of  justice ,  it  is also necessary  for a regular  economic  growth in the   future    
because  we  must  find  solutions  to the  reduction of the  workforce  due  to  an ageing   population.

European social basis and minimum income: Unconditional  basic  income(UBI) … A universal  
periodical payment  for everyone,  an individual  right,  without condition of  resources  or  any  
obligation  to  work  or  anything  to do  in  exchange,  high  enough  to  respect  people’s  dignity  and 
help them  be recognised   in  society.  Present  social   security systems  do not  respect  individuals  
and  cannot  fight  what causes  poverty.  The  UBI  would transform  social  security  from  a  
compensating  system  to  a  system  which would  free  people  and would be  based  on  trust  and  
would  not  judge  people.

R & D: Innovation is at the heart of the EU strategy for growth and employment for  2020… The  EU 
countries are  invited to invest  3%  of their  GDP in R & D  before  2020, which should allow  the  
creation of  3,7 M jobs and increase  the  EU annual  GDP by  some   800 billion euros.

International : there  are  today 120M  illiterate  persons,  62M in south-east  Asia  and  45M  in sub-
Saharan  Africa. Education should be   a priority  on the  agenda for  development  after  2015,  with  
two main  imperatives  for  the  2015-2030  period:

1/ Equal  access, meaning “ Education for all  children to the age of  eight,  particularly  those  in 
marginal  or  vulnerable  groups”.

2/ Education “should prepare all  children to  enter  and  leave  school  with  measurable  skills,  with  
knowledge  and values  allowing  them to become  responsible, active  and  productive  citizens”. 

From : basicincome2013.eu/... www.fondation-nicolas-hulot.org/... www.rpfrance.eu/ …http://europa.eu/...
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2014 European Elections – message from Eric… January 12 

The new mobility of the young in Europe…

Many obstacles to people and goods in Europe have disapeared in the last twenty years. 

The opening of borders to people helped to intensify and diversify exchanges between 

European countries. The reinforced teaching of English and other European languages

in the French educative system (despite the recent fall-back of some languages such 

as German), with the discovery of the history and cultures of other European nations 

allowed thousands of students and young workers to try their luck in another European

country. The slow advance    of the mutual acceptation of diplomas between countries, 

and the creation of bi-national or tri-national diplomas also help mobility when young 

people look for an internship or a first job.

In the past, people who went abroad were mainly commercial agents, engineers 

or international civil servants, with expatriates working  for private companies 

or administrations with branches in foreign countries and willing to open foreign 

markets.

With the reinforcement of the economic crisis in Europe, these mobilities are more 

and more a necessity (the example of thousands of engineers and technicians from

Greece, Spain, Portugal or France who find a job in industry in Germany is striking).

Professional mobility outside your own country often means leaving your family and 

having to adapt, which are no easy things…

European citizen initiative - from Anne-Sophie … January 13 

In Europe almost 250,000 citizens are in favour of a minimum income guaranteed for life…

…In fact, there are many different models of basic income, with different amounts 

and different ways of financing and different theoretical justifications.

It has different  names, such as “universal income” or ”universal subsidy”. To 

make it simple, the idea is to reform the social protection system by unifying the 

different existing helps and subsidies so that everyone receives an income, 

whatever his/her professional situation, rather than depend on a complex 

administrative system which few can understand…

A very important argument in favour of the basic income is the fact that our collective or 

individual wealth has nothing to do with our sole merit. For example, we inherit most great 

inventions such as electricity from our ancestors who created them. In our individual life, we 

tend to forget what we inherit from the circumstances of life. The basic revenue would allow a 

fairer distribution of this wealth and would thus diminish inequalities.

Since Thomas Paine in 1893, the idea has lived thanks to the work of many thinkers who 

developed and theorized its concept, like philosopher André Gorz and economist Yolande

Bresson in France, James Tobin and Milton Friedman in the USA, or Erich Fromm and Gotz

Werner in Germany. There are proponents of this idea in all political parties and in all 

scientific fields. The basic income is not a problem of left or right…

[http://alternatives.blog.lemonde.fr/2014/01/13/leurope-compte-pres-de-250-000-citoyens -favorables-a-un-

revenu-de-base-garanti-a-vie/#more-4834] 
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Plea for Europe – September 11, 2013

In his speech on the state of the EU 2013, President Barroso urges « all those who care 

about Europe, wherever they are, whatever their political or ideological convictions, to 

speak loud and clear in favour of Europe ».

Five years exactly after the fall of Lehman Brothers, President Barroso recalls in 

his speech what has been done since. « Let’s look at what we have done to keep 

Europe united throughout the crisis: we would never have believed it was possible 

five years ago », says Barroso. « What is important now is to decide what we are 

going to do with this progress. Are we going to be proud about it, or are we going 

to criticize it? »

“For Europe, the recovery is in sight. Results show that we are on the right track. 

So we must not stop working. We must do it for the 26 M unemployed in the EU”.

“Do we want to make Europe better, or not? My answer is clear: let’s go! If you do not like 

Europe as it is, then change it! Europe must concentrate on fields where it can bring 

maximum added value, and not on other activities. The EU must be very clear on big issues, 

but should be heard less on less important matters.”

“There are very important fields where only Europe can obtain results. Political union must 

be our goal. This is the only way to consolidate what we have accomplished and prepare our 

future.”

Extracts from the speech on the state of the Union 2013 – President Barroso

2014-2015 ROAD MAP /French  Secours populaire… January 14  (extracts)

REINFORCE SOLIDARITY IN EUROPE

At a time when poverty is spreading over Europe, the French Secours Populaire is 

turning to the other European organisations to develop dialogues and initiatives in

order to bring an even better help to those who need it.

European texts define most of French law, either written by MPs in France or adapted from 

European directives. The French Secours Populaire, considering its social role,  the fact that 

it is declared to be of public interest, its role of public education and of organisation 

supplementing  the state education, is well qualified to follow closely the making of the law. It 

does not mean participating in this making, but rather ensure that the condition of people 

with low, or very low income, or people with no income at all, whatever their age or 

condition, is taken into account and improved, in France, in Europe, or anywhere in the 

world. This is the role of the Europe and Institutional Pole.

On the Secours populaire agenda : GAIN THE SUPPORT 

OF YOUNG PEOPLE IN FRANCE, IN SOUTHERN 

EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN 

Actions ‘’with and for young people’’ are a priority: in this way we can share experiments 

and have meetings to develop a Euro-Mediterranean solidarity, in association with the 

members of the Euro-Mediterranean solidarity network. Two important meetings are 

planned: the first October 24-26, 2014 in Nîmes, France, during the France-Europe-

Mediterranean Youth Solidarity Festival, the second during the national convention in 

Marseille, France, 2015.
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