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ENERGY FOR ALL  
On November 27, 2012, at the European Economic & Social Committee, 
the ELISAN European network organised  a seminar “Energy for all. What actions  
and what role for the European Union ? ».  
 

Léon Dujardin shares the views of the ELISAN president, Remo SERNAGIOTTO : 
« Energy poverty (no electricity, no gas…) is growing in all EU countries;  50  to 125 
million European citizens are concerned. This “energy poverty” is social, 
environmental and economic: it is at the heart of the sustainable development notion 
at the local, natinal and European level. With the opening of markets, it is important 
to make sure that all Union citizens have access to this basic service… » (1)  
 

Contact : ccalmier@unccas.org  - www.elisan .eu  
See French Economic Council  article  ( 990/2010 , 
07/O4/2010) : «  Energetic poverty – consequences of 
the free market & the economic crisis ».   
[www.eesc.europa.eu]  

 

(1) Reference  to the Charter of Fundamental European Rights :  «To fight social  exclusion and 
poverty, the Union recognizes  et respects the right to social help and to housing  for  those who 
have limited means, help given according to the Union legislation and to national laws and 
regulations.  » (art. 34)  
 

as well as the obligation to guarantee an elevated level of consumer protection (art.38) 
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Help the activities of ESAN members, including volunteer workers :  
 

« 114 million people are threatened with poverty or exclusion » (Source EU-SILC 2009) … 
Difficult childhood, social handicaps , young people with no direction…  all need help, education, 
training, employment… We must answer the challenges of a new demography and old age  … we, 
organisations, federations, NGOs  and the ESAN networks. With many citizens ready to help us if they 
are given the means to operate . 
 

Today, with the economic crisis, budget cuts slow down the citizen participation which would bring 
 the new ideas much needed by the European institutions. Spanish, Portuguese,  British, Roumanian 
representatives … and also French ones from the European networks often cannot financially go to 
Strasbourg or to Brussels to take part in debates concerning these important questions. 
 

This is why ESAN needs you … to help our delegates finance their commuting and accomodation to 
attend the meeting planned during the European year of citizens 2013 … and sponsor ESAN to help us 
meet our costs. 

Contact : ESAN Aisbl presidency    [leon.dujardin@wanadoo.fr]  

 SOCIAL SECURITY FOR ALL IN PARIS, November 19,2012. 
 

Léon Dujardin attended the conference: « Social protection and globalisation : 
problems and solutions » organised by the Center for Strategic Analysis 
(www.strategie.gouv.fr] from the Ministry for European  Affairs . Recommendation 
202 was presented during this conference :« Social security is a fundamental right 
and an economic and social necessity ». 
 

A good social protection contributes to reduce poverty and 
guarantees social stability. It is now considered as a way to 
progress, as a way to sustainable development.    

 
ILO, Social security department– Geneva[http://www.ilo.org/] 

 

http://www.strategie.gouv.fr
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 « Confrontations Europe » Conferences, October 30 and 31, 2012, Bologna 
 

The European 2012 Economic Talks which took place in Bologna-Italia  (Emilia-
Romania) proposed to offer an exchange of viewpoints between socio-economic 
actors of several European countries  on three structural challenges which ensure  
the coherence and efficiency of an industrial strategy which should give a new start 
to the economy and clean up public finances and the banking system : 
• A system of dynamic innovation : take innovation from the sphere of ideas to 
that of industrial production, 
• A system of industrial relations which puts forward people and society: promote 
know-hows and help professional transitions, 
• Give more importance to the economic and financial aspects of projects : help the 
financing of a citizen economy and the long term investment,  and pool resources 
for European projects. 
 

This is what some participants said:  
 

« Europe must balance its public finances with and respect financial and fiscal 
stability. Let’s go back to the basis of the Lisbon Treaty. Finance must help the real 
economy »  
Franco Bassanini, ASTRID foundation president, former Italian Minister  
 

«Europe must find a common idea and a common policy. It has no political 
economy. The Union must stimulate cooperation and not  competition. Some states 
must come forward and show the way, then we’ll change the treaties. »  
Philippe Herzog, Confrontations Europe founder 
 

«  The obsession with the public debt is a mistake. Germany’s public debt is similar 
to Italy’s, but it developed its industry. Competition between European countries 
proved lethal for some countries, the same rules for everyone do not take into 
account differences. Banks which nearly went bankrupt make money thanks to 
public funds. »  
Luca Visentini   confederal  ETUC secretary ( Economic and  Employment Committee) 
 

« The economic and social crisis has been with us for a long time, the financial crisis 
made it worse. The Germans have no problems to talk about Europe’s political and 
economic reform. Germany has been advocating a European federation for a long 
time; they are not worried about their diminished sovereignty. But Germany is 
waiting for France’s position on these matters, and nothing is coming. » 
Isabell Hoffmann Bertelsmann Stiftung 

Christian Caron -  November 26, 2012 

Remo Sernagiotto is Social Services Regional Minister with the Venetia Region  
and acting president of the Elisan network  - a European network for local 
social inclusion created in 2008 at the Regions’ Committee in Brussels, with the 
status of participative organisation with the Council of Europe, and with  
branches in 12 member states : Germany, Austria, Belgium, Spain, France, 
Greece, Italy, Ireland, Poland, Rumania, Slovenia, Sweden. 
 

Among  the network’s position, you’ll  find Europe 2020 strategy, the  social   dimension  of 
the  territorial cohesion ,the  Services of General Interest, the  future of the European 
structural funds,  the  European laws concerning States’ help , active ageing and cross-
generation solidarity, the problems between family/professional life… 
 

Its action centres in particular on : 
- Energetic poverty with the creation of  a  European prize  in collaboration with UNCCAS 
and the  Fondation d’Entreprise  GDF Suez in dec. 2011: «Energetic poverty :we need 
solutions ! », « Bright ideas », European guide of good practice, partnerships with the 
European economic and social committee for the seminar called “Energy for all :what role, 
what  actions for Europe?”(How can we help people in need to face the growing energy 
costs ?) 
- The fight against the  A lzheimer  disease, with the  Fondation Médéric Alzheime,rcreation 
of  a  European  2012prize (second edition) « Live with and in spite of Alzheimer ». 
- Young people and active citizenship.  
- Reconcile family and professional life to stimulate  ’employment with specific projects for 
businesses.      
                                                                                        More  info on ELISAN : www.elisan.eu 
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ESAN-NEWS is designed for communication amongst our members. The streamlined format facilitates widespread 
distribution – whilst the many links featured give the reader access to ESAN aisbl’s site and digital platform.  
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Life of the  

Institutions 

From Liliane Cocozza, a report from the social platform, used by the 
European platform « against  poverty » report, December 5-7, 2012… A few 
points in this report could be used in future debates and declarations.   
                                                          ------------------------------ 

With 10.6% of the  EU population without a job, 
unemployment has reached a record high level.Poverty 
is developing…  

 
Clearly, the present austerity policy at the UE as well as the national levels, is at 
least partly responsible for this situation, so this must change if the member 
states are to keep their objectives and take 20 million out of poverty and 
exclusion before 2020… 
 

Points in the report : 
- Access to  education : higher education costs in several coutries and reduction in 
the number of state teachers (ex. Spain, France) ; 
-unequal access to health with the privatisation  of public health institutions and 
cuts in human resources ; 

 
- wealth : reduction of incomes with salaried workers at the lowest  level of resources ; 
- Gender  equality : women are more hit by budget cuts in public administrations and in social 
services where they are  the majority of employees ; 
 

- Discrimination due to age.  

 
Contact : Herlinde.Vanhooydonck@socialplatform.org 

Ours :  
 

ESAN-NEWS, 15 rue Salvador Allende, 95210 St Gratien, France 
Editor : Jean Bautier (jean.bautier@gmail.com) 
Correspondents : Martine, Fabienne, René, Marie-Christine… 
English translation: Bernard Jung 

 

MDP… Carry on reacting ! 
« Let’s convince more and more people that the food aid is vital for 
millions of Europeans! »  
 

• I join the campaign "The Airfood project" 
                    [http://www.theairfoodproject.com/Accueil/Bienvenue] 
• I put my own testimony on line 
                    [https://www.secourspopulaire.fr/contact.0.html?destinataire=202] 
•The food alert  - let’s do it ! [pdf - 826 ko] 
                    [http://www.secourspopulaire.fr/fileadmin/banque_images/ 
                      Alerte_alimentation-Temoignages-Plaquette.pdf] 
                    Food warning ! [pdf - 825 ko] 
                      [http://www.secourspopulaire.fr/fileadmin/ 

                      banque_images/Alerte_alimentation-Temoignages-Plaquette-English.pdf] 

Call for 

Solidarity 

Opportunities 

 February, 21 and 22, 2013, Conference: Poverty & unequalities 
  

The Council of Europe  conference  »Poverty and unequalities in societies of 
human rights  : paradoxes in democraties – Proposition for an inclusive society   » 
will take place on February 21-22 ,2013. 
The conference is open to everyone interested or working on the chosen themes. 
The Council of Europe will cover travel and costs within limits. 

 
Please circulate these info on your network, and put them on your 
web-site. 
 
To register:  [http://rights-poverty.eu/inscription/] 


