
Our action 

- To bring to the attention of 
European policy makers (at 
the Parliament and the 
Commission) contributions 
based on the expertise of our 
members 

- To develop co-operation 
between social organisations 
for peoples’ benefit 

- To give information 
concerning community 
policies and programmes 

- To act as a logistical base to 
look for transnational 
partners 

- To assist in the drafting of 
European grant applications 

Already in 17 countries: 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Finland, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, 
Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Russia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, United 
Kingdom. 
  

In 2010, at the occasion of the 
European Year for combating 
Poverty an Social Exclusion, 
ESAN is a member of the 
coalition of European NGO 
networks to ensure an active 
participation of social NGOs in 
the year and to advocate for a 
strong political legacy from 
the year and takes an active 
part in the activities organised 
by the EU Commission during 
EUY2010. 

Our philanthropic and 
scientific objectivesTo 
encourage in Europe a 
coherent social policy based 
on the shared values of our 
members 

Our values 

The European network ESAN 
is founded on: 

- The respect of the dignity of 
the person 

- Human Rights, the 
Internationational Convention 
of Children’s rights 

- The European Union Charter 
of Fundamental Rights 

- Freedom of conscience 

- Solidarity 
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Extracts from the yearly report/ Léon Dujardin (Nov. 2011 to Nov. 2012) 

The European ESAN network is carrying on with its recovery, with the members of  
its board and a ream board and a team of 12 professionals who are all volunteers. 

During this year… ESAN News, our monthly letter, appeared… Christoph KUSCHE  launched the NESTOR 
programme (To help young people accede to a job). Our representatives with the European institutions 
were very active, even if they did not always get enough help from the ESAN members… 

Concerning the financial situation, we continued to settle old debts from the past…Let me recall this 
situation and tell you where we stand at the moment. At the end of 2010, after three rejections of 
propositions for European projects, for which we had found funds, we had to lay off our two salaried 
workers for economic reasons…Thanks to the help of our friends, we managed to avoid bankruptcy and 
the loss of our advantages ( We are in fact a participative organisation with the Council of Europe, 
member of the social INGOs, recognised by the European Commission with an identification number as a 
representative.)  

Our situation is much better than it was in November 2011. We must of course increase our quest for 
finances, in order to play our role fully in the development of a larger participation of European citizens, for 
more solidarity between people, more respect for the dignity of those who are in danger because of the 
European economic situation. 

The European Commission recognizes four priorities for the 
actions concerning youth. 
 

The European Commission recommends, in a report published on September 
10, to concentrate national policies for children on 4 priorities : employment, 
social integration, health and well-being…  

 

The Commission invites the member States to imitate more in 
their policies towards children the "Europe 2020” strategy (1) 
for a better inclusive growth. It says the member States 
should in particular use more the community funds, 
concentrating their action on young people who have no job, 
no school and no training.  

It also thinks that the member States should intensify their efforts to help young 
people to accede to a job and to training for jobs. Let us not forget that 
unemployment among young people between 15 and 24 has seriously increased 
with the crisis, going, in the 27 EU countries, from an average of 15% in February 
2008 to 22.5% in July 2012. 
 

(1)  This strategy, which covers the  2018-2018 period, should widen and increase 
possibilities for young people,  promote their active  citizenship, their social integration and 
the  solidarity towards them. It is divided in three  three-year  cycles, after which a   EU 
report  will be published to  evaluate  the  results and propose new priorities for the next  
cycle. 
                                 http://ec.europa.eu/youth/policy/national_reports_2012.htm 

President of the European Parliament backs up 
                                              the European food assistance programme 

 
The four French food assistance associations have teamed up 
with their German counterpart, Die Tafeln, to bring their 
message to the European Parliament President, Martin Schulz, 
who saw them in Brussels on Wednesday,January 9… 

« Mr Schulz declared that he supported the cause of people in need which was 
presented by the organisations that he met on that day.  » 

ESAN-NEWS is designed for communication amongst our members. The streamlined format facilitates widespread 
distribution – whilst the many links featured give the reader access to ESAN aisbl’s site and digital platform.  
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A group of experts wants the UE to be more ambitious                                                    
                                 in its fight against illiteracy. 
 

The European Union must change its policy concerning the 
fight against illiteracy, this is the main conclusion of a 
report by ten experts (1) for the European Commission 
given on September 6  to the EU education ministers..  
The document invites Europe to concentrate on functional literacy 
(the ability to read and write which allows one to do one’s best at 
home, at school, at work) for all citizens.  

 

Concretely, experts say this « means considering that anything below 100% in 
functional literacy is unacceptable » … At the moment, one child aged 15 out of 5 
in the UE does not have the basic abilities in reading and writing when he leaves 
school, just like 75 million adults in fact. 
 

(1) See  the  report : 
http://ec.europa.eu/education/literacy/resources/final-report/index_en.htm 

The « Institut d'Aide à l'Enfance,  IAC – Açores » (Institute for the help of 
children), created in 1993 to help children, has joined the ESAN network. 
"IAC - Açores » has the same principles and regulations as "IAC - National"... "IAC - 
Açores" tries to entice public and private institutions to act for children and 
develop recreational activities and street work with children in danger. 
 

"IAC - Açores” does not want to replace existing institutions, nor do what 
others already do. It wishes to insist on the Rights of Children,  stimulate, 
support and talk about the work of all those who answer children’s 
problems, and collaborate with local, national and foreign institutions. It 
wishes to stimulate and gather ideas, experiences and actions which 
increase creativity in the area, and to insist on and reinforce the link with 
migrant communities. 
                                                   More info on: [http://iacacores.webs.com /] 

A « tsunami of poverty »  has invaded Europe 
 

The European Commission confirms the warnings given by the “Secours 
populaire français”. 
“Violence is earning 600 euros a month", say demonstrators against 
austerity measures, Madrid, October 17, 2012. 
 

"Emotion", "dramatic situation", “necessary solidarity". This is how 
Julien Lauprêtre, SPF president, reacted to the European Commission’s 
annual report on the social situation . Lauprêtre notices that, after five 
years of crisis, unemployment is at a record level and European families, 
with falling average incomes, are more often facing poverty. 

 

For more info, see :"Europe : Les sacrifiés de l’économie de marché", 
Convergence,  January-February 2013 (SPF magazine). 
 

http://www.secourspopulaire.fr/dossier.0.html?&cHash=a501df212e19850c76f
539cc45daa130&id_dossier=113 
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 »Violence  means  
earning  600 euros a  month" 
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