
Our action 

- To bring to the attention of 
European policy makers (at 
the Parliament and the 
Commission) contributions 
based on the expertise of our 
members 

- To develop co-operation 
between social organisations 
for peoples’ benefit 

- To give information 
concerning community 
policies and programmes 

- To act as a logistical base to 
look for transnational 
partners 

- To assist in the drafting of 
European grant applications 

Already in 17 countries: 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Finland, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, 
Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Russia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, United 
Kingdom. 
  

In 2010, at the occasion of the 
European Year for combating 
Poverty an Social Exclusion, 
ESAN is a member of the 
coalition of European NGO 
networks to ensure an active 
participation of social NGOs in 
the year and to advocate for a 
strong political legacy from 
the year and takes an active 
part in the activities organised 
by the EU Commission during 
EUY2010. 

Our philanthropic and 
scientific objectivesTo 
encourage in Europe a 
coherent social policy based 
on the shared values of our 
members 

Our values 

The European network ESAN 
is founded on: 

- The respect of the dignity of 
the person 

- Human Rights, the 
Internationational Convention 
of Children’s rights 

- The European Union Charter 
of Fundamental Rights 

- Freedom of conscience 

- Solidarity 
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l Life 

CITIZENS SAY WHAT DEMOCRACY SHOULD BE 
 

Strasbourg, January 24, 2013 : Representatives of European citizens 
adopted today a « Declaration on true democracy » defining the 
fundamentals of democracy. 
  

The International Non-Governmental Organisations Conference of the Council of 
Europe, with over 400 European INGOs, is making this public statement at a time 
when a growing number of governments and political parties adopt questionable  
populist and nationalist attitudes… 
 

The objective is to present a survey of the basic principles of 
democracy to help  develop and strengthen democracy in 
Europe and beyond… 
 

The text is divided in 3 main chapters : 
(A) Principles and values of true democracy. 
(B) Political conditions for the implementation of a true democracy. 
(C) Economic, social and cultural conditions for the implementation of a true  
democracy. 
This document should define more clearly the three principles which rule the  
Council of Europe : the respect of the universal and inseparable rights of man, 
the importance of Rights and the truly democratic nature of political regimes… 
 

René LEDERMANN endorsed the text in Strasbourg for ESAN.  
      

http://www.coe.int/t/ngo/Articles/Press_release_democracy_declaration_240113_fr.asp 

ESAN-NEWS is designed for communication amongst our members. The streamlined format facilitates widespread 
distribution – whilst the many links featured give the reader access to ESAN aisbl’s site and digital platform.  
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 http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.fr.home   

http://www.presseurop.eu/fr 

 
 
http://travail-emploi.gouv.fr/europe-international,884/l-action-europeenne-et,1707/ 

 

 

 

                                                               http://www.portugal.gov.pt/pt/os-ministerios/ministerio- 
                                                               da-solidariedade-e-seguranca-social.aspx 
 
 

http://www.bmas.de/DE/Startseite/start.html    

 EUROPEAN UNION • The Tobin tax  could be a windfall 
                                      

                                      The future European tax on financial transactions, called   
                                      Tobin tax, will yield more than planned, announced the 
Financial Times in its January 30 edition. The British newspaper had access to the 
latest version of the project for a directive, which says that this tax could yield 
between 30 and 35 billion euros a year, instead of 10 to 20 billion euros as quoted 
before.  

Eleven countries (Germany, Austria, Belgium, Spain, Estonia, France, 
Greece, Italy, Portugal, Slovakia et Slovenia) have agreed to apply this tax, 
which would amount to 0.1 % on share and bond exchanges and 0.01 % 
on by-products. In order to limit risks of  relocation, it will be levied as 
soon as one of the parts of a company is based in one of the countries 
which joined, wherever the transaction itself is made. The European 
Commission will give more details before March. The tax will not start 
before 2014. 
                                                More info, in French, on: 
http://www.courrierinternational.com/breve/2013/01/30/la-taxe-tobin-rapportera-bien-plus-que-prevu 
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Our 

 Members 

From the  

President 

Why join? 
  

« Let’s cooperate for a more human and caring Europe, with a strong social 

policy, articulate as well as elaborate. » 
 

The European social action network ESAN, founded in 1991, works together with 
the European institutions for a better balance between a developed economy and 
a high-level social policy. 
  

In this way it encourages field experiences in Europe and cooperation between all 
parties. 
  

To achieve these objectives, everyone must participate: 
  

Organisations, institutions  working in the social field, we need : 
 ■  your social know-how , taking into account your specific expertise, 
 ■  your evaluation of the needs and demands of people concerning conditions and 
quality of life, in their everyday environment as well as in the European Union. 
  

« By putting together our efforts we can guarantee, together,  moral and social 

values for those whom we represent ». 
  

In order to call on European decision-makers, and speak in the name of those in 
the social field, we must be strong to influence the new European social policy, its 
implementation and  evaluation. 
  

TOGETHER, let’s invest this Union of ours  
so that Europe becomes everyone’s concern !  

 

« Let’s build a Europe which cares about the future of its children, 

 respecting the dignity of all, their culture and their liberty, a Europe kind,  

generous and prosperous ». 
  

Léon DUJARDIN, ESAN network President 

In this 2013 European Year we are launching … 
                                                                                       … a Call to European citizens   
 To be heard we must be thousands! Within the European citizen initiative, which is now 
included in the Lisbon Treaty, ESAN wants to collect a million petitions in at least 7 European 
countries. (*)  
We must have a team of voluntary workers in each country and prepare a huge communication 
campaign.  
Together, let’s participate in the creation of a Europe of caring citizens. (**) 

 

Léon DUJARDIN, ESAN President  
« Let’s create a dynamic base  

for the happiness of people and for a sustainable economy.” 

« A good social protection will reduce poverty and guarantee social stability. 

It is considered as a productive element, necessary for a sustainable growth. 

It wants to bring together job development, work protection and care for  

those in need” (***).  
 

________________________________________________________ 
 

(*) Article 11, paragraph 4,  European Union Treaty :  
« Union citizens, at  least  a  million,  coming fr om  a  significant  number of  member  states, can decide  to ask the  
Commission, in relevant  matters,  to submit  a relevant proposition on matters for which these citizens believe that  a 
legal act  from the Union is necessary to respect the treaties. » (See   Economic and Social European Committee  – 
www.eesc.europa.eu) 
  

(**)  In Portugal  in May   2012,  with the  COI  Foundation (which is an ESAN  member),  a conference was organised  in  
PINHAL NOVO,  near  Lisbon,  with over  100 people,   about  « A common European social policy, what role for ESAN ».  
Rodolpho CRESPO,  former Euro MP  declared: «  What  Europe  needs is a  European  opinion in favour  of a  common 
social  policy ».     http://www.fundacao-coi.pt 
 

          (***) ILO Recommendations  about social protection,  2012 (N° 202) . 
 
 



Ours :   English translation: Bernard Jung 
 

ESAN-NEWS, 15 rue Salvador Allende, 95210 St Gratien, France 
Editor in chief: Jean Bautier (jean.bautier@gmail.com) 
Correspondents: Martine, Fabienne, Bernard, René, Marie-Christine, Richard... 

NB: If your logo is not published thank you to contact the editor 

" EUROPE OF THE 

SOLIDARITIES 

"European  Social   

Action Network  

______ 

ESAN-NEWS 
N°17 

February-2013 

Our action 

- To bring to the attention of 
European policy makers (at 
the Parliament and the 
Commission) contributions 
based on the expertise of our 
members 

- To develop co-operation 
between social organisations 
for peoples’ benefit 

- To give information 
concerning community 
policies and programmes 

- To act as a logistical base to 
look for transnational 
partners 

- To assist in the drafting of 
European grant applications 

Already in 17 countries: 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Finland, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, 
Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Russia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, United 
Kingdom. 
  

In 2010, at the occasion of the 
European Year for combating 
Poverty an Social Exclusion, 
ESAN is a member of the 
coalition of European NGO 
networks to ensure an active 
participation of social NGOs in 
the year and to advocate for a 
strong political legacy from 
the year and takes an active 
part in the activities organised 
by the EU Commission during 
EUY2010. 

Our philanthropic and 
scientific objectivesTo 
encourage in Europe a 
coherent social policy based 
on the shared values of our 
members 

Our values 

The European network ESAN 
is founded on: 

- The respect of the dignity of 
the person 

- Human Rights, the 
Internationational Convention 
of Children’s rights 

- The European Union Charter 
of Fundamental Rights 

- Freedom of conscience 

- Solidarity 

Good 

practices 

 « I want Europe ! » [http://www.widoostudio.com/jeveuxleurope/] 

 
« I want Europe » is a Franco–German initiative backed by a platform  
of twelve partners.  « I want Europe » wishes to hear European citizens  
in order to show that we must find solutions for today’s problems. 

     

For two centuries, thinkers, politicians, artists and many citizens 
have dreamt of Europe…. Europe is an example of peace and 
prosperity for humanity… Many, after the trauma of WW2, took the 
opportunity to create a durable peace between the peoples of 
Europe… Thanks to the dream that those men made true, we have 
been living in peace for so long that we would have forgotten what it 
means, without the memories of our Elders… Yes, Europe exists… 
Europe today is a Union  being built and looking for its identity, a 
union in the making, forces to be gathered. Lights must shine again 
all over Europe. 
 

Europe is a voice to carry the will of 500 million citizens and take 
our values on the global scene. 

 

 The Franco-German year  was launched on September 22, 2012 with the 
meeting of the French president and the German Chancellor in 
Ludwigsburg, to commemorate the speech to youth made by de Gaulle in 
1963… 
 

This year sees the celebration of 50 years of Franco-German cooperation.  
Celebrations will go on until July 2013.  

People  

speak 

« Here, in Berlin, I’m not living, only surviving. » (1) 

 
In 2007, I lost my job as a computer analyst and I haven’t been able to find 
a stable job since. Too old, too qualified, too expensive, this is what 
employers say. Now, socially, it’s a downfall! Like thousands of Germans, I 
am a 1.50 € an hour worker, as invented by the Hartz IV law. I must live 
with 374 euros per month. I suffer from diabetes, I try to survive, but some 
days it’s really hard and sometimes I tell myself that it would be better to 
die than to live like that. »        (Peter, 56 ans, Berlin, Germany.) 
 
« In  Athens, the number of homeless people is increasing, shops  
close one after the other. » 
 (Marietta, 22, architecture student in Athens, Greece) 
 

   (1) Source : Convergence  magazine,   January-February   2013 


