
Our action 

- To bring to the attention of 
European policy makers (at 
the Parliament and the 
Commission) contributions 
based on the expertise of our 
members 

- To develop co-operation 
between social organisations 
for peoples’ benefit 

- To give information 
concerning community 
policies and programmes 

- To act as a logistical base to 
look for transnational 
partners 

- To assist in the drafting of 
European grant applications 

Already in 17 countries: 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Finland, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, 
Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Russia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, United 
Kingdom. 
  

In 2010, at the occasion of the 
European Year for combating 
Poverty an Social Exclusion, 
ESAN is a member of the 
coalition of European NGO 
networks to ensure an active 
participation of social NGOs in 
the year and to advocate for a 
strong political legacy from 
the year and takes an active 
part in the activities organised 
by the EU Commission during 
EUY2010. 

Our philanthropic and 
scientific objectivesTo 
encourage in Europe a 
coherent social policy based 
on the shared values of our 
members 

Our values 

The European network ESAN 
is founded on: 

- The respect of the dignity of 
the person 

- Human Rights, the 
Internationational Convention 
of Children’s rights 

- The European Union Charter 
of Fundamental Rights 

- Freedom of conscience 

- Solidarity 
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ESAN-NEWS is designed for communication amongst our members. The streamlined format facilitates widespread 
distribution – whilst the many links featured give the reader access to ESAN aisbl’s site and digital platform.  
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The 

Institutions 

CHARTER FOR THE ACCESS TO RIGHTS 
      &  DIALOGUE  
           FOR ALL EUROPEAN CITIZENS 

This charter defends an active citizenship for all and wants to encourage the 
possibility for people and decision-makers to act. Because active citizenship is a 
process which must come from both the citizens and the institutions, it must 
include local authorities too. And as we believe that European citizenship is far 
more than just free circulation and a spate of formal rights, we wish to promote an 
active citizenship which means participation in every way possible. In this way, we 
also believe that participation cannot just mean participation in elections, but  
includes all the actions undertaken by people in the society in which they live…  

[…] We mean to help “get  rid of  obstacles  in the way  of  the active citizenship”  of  all citizens  living  in a  member 
state different  from  their  own state, by: 

- Promoting   the  idea  of a  European citizenship  in order to have  active  citizens 

- Encouraging  the  member states to work  together  to promote  the  active  citizenship of their  “shared citizens” 
- Encouraging  European citizens to use  their voting rights at local and European elections in their  country of residence   

and promote  the access to local  democratic processes to all citizens. 

- Helping   reduce  administrative  or  legal  problems which  hinder  the  right to  vote… 
-  Giving  “European citizens the  opportunity” to get involved  in the  democratic life  of  their  country  of  residence  
- Including  European  citizens  in the  decision-making  processes. 

- Helping  partnerships & cooperation with migrating  populations  and helping  them to  speak  and  inform their 
members  about  their  rights  and  duties as European citizens… 

- Informing  the  public about the  advantages of  an  active  citizenship of all European citizens… 

- Encouraging  the  social  economy  in the  integration  of migrants  and linking it to the ir    citizen involvement  in  their  
country  of residence.   

Opportunities 

On March 15, the European centre for social economy foundations 
(www.pefondes.eu) officially started its campaign to find candidates for the 2nd 
edition of its European Prize « For the employment of young people in the social 
economy ».  
 

Its objective is to identify  and encourage  exemplary  business ventures which can be  
adapted  in several  countries. In 2013,  a  start-up  in social economy  created by  young  
people  and  giving  jobs  to young people  in the EU and in Morocco will receive  a  prize  of  
5,OOO euros. 
Please  pass the info  about this Prize   throughout  the  EU. 
 
The  rules  and the  application forms  can be   downloaded on the web (www.pefondes.eu). 
Applications must be  sent before  May 15, 2013. 
Please contact us for more  info! 

Contact : Sophie CHIHA - Coordinator–  
Pôle  européen des fondations de l'économie  sociale  

 T + 32 (0) 2 250 96 67 … pefondes@pv.be 
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From the 

president 

In 2013, year of European citizens, the European Social Action Network 
(ESAN-Aisbl) is asking professionals to join on a voluntary basis to 
implement a « social foundation for human fulfilment and a sustainable 
                               economy ». 
 

Over  50 citizens  answered this call. Those who could come  met on April 3 
a  few members of the  ESAN board (in particular from Spain and Portugal). 
They heard them and could together  find new ways to fight poverty. “On 
what basis can we reduce inequalities in Europe?” as proposed by the  ECAS  
NGO, a new  ESAN member which counts over  90  NGOs in Cataluña. 

 
We  showed that society is getting  every day more  unequal. The ESAN board decided, after this 
meeting  with the NGOs who were present ( ECAS from Barcelona,  ADUNARE from Saragossa, 
COI de PIHAL NOVO from Portugal) and presented several cases of dramatic situations,  to 
organise a seminar at the end of September , 2013 in Barcelona. 
 
For May 9, Europe Day, let’s invite  many NGOs and citizens to join us to participate  in the fight 
against poverty and exclusion,  create  a  space  for exchange  and thought and find new  
solutions, to quote  our  Spanish friends.  
 

Contact : leon.dujardin@esan.eu 

Good 

practices 

 
”In spite of the  economic and social  challenges facing 'Europe , the ECI helps European democracy to go 
forward", declared  Staffan Nilsson, EESC president.  
 

[…] The examples given by ECI which were very popular (… among  which the « Right 2 Water », which  impressed 
several political members of the Commission) highlighted several elements which can be used both in the participative 
process and in the regulation reform of  2015. 
 

The conference participants came up with several questions concerning  the practical  aspects of the campaigns, in 
particular  the  costs, the  collection of signatures on-line and the  importance  of improving  communication and 
distribution. It was suggested to create an infrastructure  to help the ECI organisers, for example  with a  technical  
assistance,  a unique  office  or  contact, independent  and opened to citizens. 
 
“The  ECI is the first step towards a transnational  on-line  democracy in Europe. We must  
therefore treat it with respect, and fully understand its potential and the next steps” declared  
Maroš Šefčovič European Commission vice-president in charge of inter institutional relations  
and administration. 
 

“The ECI proved a good indicator of what is happening in the EU, insofar  as the first initiatives covered all domains, 
from technical-administrative problems to concrete matters like voting rights”, explained Bruno Kaufmann , president 
of Initiative and Referendum Institute Europe. 
 

Considering that millions of people and hundreds of organisations, official bodies and institutions are now  taking part, 
the participants in the conference  came  to the  conclusion  that  a  specific reform of the  regulations could make the  
ECI more  efficient in the future.   

 
 
 

[Internet: www.eesc.europa.eu] 

The European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) celebrates the first 
anniversary of the European Citizen’s Initiative (ECI). 
Launched through a unique web site on April 1, 2012, the ECI generated 27 
propositions of initiatives and over 1.6M signatures. Fourteen propositions are now 
being submitted to the European Commission. The annual ECI day, when ECI 
organisers, decision-makers and experts can exchange ideas, was the time to consider 
a number of technical, judicial and economic obstacles to the gathering of support and 
to insist on the importance of the ECI to encourage direct participation and create a 
new space for debate in Europe.  
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Portraits 
 

…from our representative in Brussels. 
The European Year of Volunteering  ended with the creation of a 
 permanent platform…   Main objective  of the platform, get a  status  
for volunteer workers (guarantee of  rights,  adequate  training  and  
information for their  mission,  legal protection)…Another objective  for   
the   young  volunteers,  “a  European passport” to  help them move  and  
get involved in different  private  or  public institutions in Europe  in order  to acquire  some  
experience.  This objective  is strongly supported by  youth organisations (Youth forum, 
Diacona, Red Cross…) 
 

Poverty is increasing. There are means to fight against  the economic and political  mechanisms  
which  are responsible  for  this situation,  but it is not always easy to use  the appropriate 
measures. However, “this fight  must  go on to get  a  minimum income for all, and in all  the  
member  states”. The fight against poverty does not only consist in improving  the  job market, 

but also in guaranteeing  the access to rights for all. It is because  I am convinced of this 
that  I spoke for ESAN at the Economic and Social Committee to defend the equality  
of salaries between men and women. We must get rid of prejudices and stereotypes which 
encourage  those  who continue with these inequalities for their profit… The European 
Commission encourages the NGOs to claim the right to participate  in the implementation of 
these  plans. You will find them on the  commission site in the  different languages,  with the 
annual  survey  which lists the different  recommendations to each state  to improve  the 
measures taken to  finally reach  part of the  “Europe 20/20” objectives. 
 

In this fight  we  have  with us the networks of the  social European platform- but also the 
platform against poverty, created in 2012 at the  end of the  European Year against poverty.  

Our 

Members 

Invited by the European network ELISAN, the ESAN-AISBL president  
          took part in the conference “Family and work audit- In favour  
                       of a business management which cares about the family” 
                                        Organised  on April 19 in the  Veneto region in Italy.   
 

This  audit is a tool  to start a process of automatic evaluation of personnel management 
policies,  endorsed by a company or  an organisation,  in order  to come  to a  shared definition 
of measures to improve  the  family/work  relation.    
 

The  Veneto region is the  first in Italy  after the Bolzano Province  to adopt , 
with the Frankfurt foundation “Beruf and Familie GMBH”, a license  to  use  in 
Europe  a “family/work audit”. 
This project  financed by the European  Commission made way for  an 
exchange  between  Bolzano,  Austria, Germany, France  and Hungary. 

 
In this conference  chaired by  Remo Semagiotto (Regional Minister  for Social Services in the 
Veneto Region, and ELISAN President) , several  business managers could show  the  
importance  of this personnel management policy. Managers from DRESSING, KEL LINE, 
CRIVERTADE among  others talked on this topic,  with Patrick Kanner,  President of the  Conseil 
Général  of the Pas-de-Calais Department, France, and ELISAN vice-president. The managers 
insisted on the  well-being of their personnel,  on their creativity  and improved production. 14 
companies who attended the conference  and accepted the audit  received a license  to use  
the  “Family & work  Audit  label”.  
 

These  exchanges  confirm the  importance  of the ESAN message  for  a  « social foundation 
for human fulfilment and a  sustainable economy ». 

  

For more info concerning the audit : [osservatorio.politichesocial@regione.veneto.it]… 

Ours :  
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