
 
 

Strategy and finance committee 
Thursday 12th October 2017 

Delegation of the Government of Cataluña to the European Union 
Rue de la Loi 227, 1040 Brussels - Belgium 

 

Attendees 
 
Liliane COCOZZA (UFAS) ; Hedi CONDROYER (SPF) ; Patricia CYMBRON (IAC Açores) ; Léon DUJARDIN 

(SPF) ; Jean-Louis DURAND-DROUHIN (SPF) ; Mechthild HOFFMANN (TWSD ; Irene KOPETZ (ECAS) ; Jean-

Paul MARTIN (ESAN solidarité) ; Marie-Geneviève MOUNIER (AEPDPSF) ; Janine RENIER (UFAS) 

Apologies 

Antonella CARDONE (UniTS) ; Marta CID (ECAS); Luis-Miguel DA SILVA MELLO (IAC Acores); René 

LEDERMAN (SPF) ; Richard WASSEL  

After thanking the Delegation of the Government of Catalonia for its hospitality, the President submitted the 
approval of the agenda and of the minutes of the Committee meeting of March 9th 2017 and of the General 
Assembly of June 21st 2017.  

Activity report (Institutions) 

1/ Social Platform and EESC (Liliane Cocozza) 

The next important issue for the Social Platform is the December 2017 EU summit in Goteborg where the platform 
will hold a special meeting on Social pillars. Since the EU is more and more concerned with economy in a liberal 
approach, it is the role of the SP members to be vigilant on the Social rights programme. The main problem so far 
is the absence of information on the summit which makes it difficult to organise things. In any case, the number of 
participants to the SP event is limited and ESAN will not be able to participate. 

Besides it appears that there are serious menaces on the financing of the Social Platform, the EU being more 
inclined to support the EESC. Although the EESC – through the SOC group – is gaining more and more 
importance thanks to its experts, it cannot do without NGOs. Should the Platform stop its activities, the voice of 
NGOs will be weaker and social matters may be soon abandoned. 

The possible merging of the FEAD in FSE is also an important issue. In order to fight against the end of social 
initiatives within the EU, we and other members must have a strong political position. ESAN is deeply concerned 
about the situation and, through Liliane Cocozza, will ask for appointments with 1) the Director of the Platform and 
2) Ms. Marie-Anne Paraskevas (in charge for the commission of ESF and FEAD). 

Contacts will also be taken with other European networks in the social field (EAPN, SOLIDAR, EUROCHILD, 
EURODIACONA, CARITAS Europe, etc.) in order to examine the situation of FEAD and to organize pledging to 
maintain and to improve its intervention capacity both for Food aid and inclusive measures 

2/ Counsel of Europe (Léon Dujardin) 

INGOs are the pillar of the Council of Europe. So far, 16 countries have ratified the Social Charter, which allows 
organisations to make collective claims to the Council. ESAN is very active within the Council. 

 

Financial issues 

Léon Dujardin gave an update on memberships and fees. All tax receipts have been sent to members who paid 
their yearly contribution. Those who did not received a reminder. 
 
The 2016 budget can now be adopted and Léon will prepare the 2017 budget with the treasurer. The matter of the 
debts to the Secours populaire français is being discussed with the financial director of this organisation.  
 

Ongoing projets 

1/ Born to be solidaire 

This common project between TWSD and SPF Moselle is managed by Mechthild Hoffmann and Marie-Françoise 
Thull. It is now being examined by the National Agency in Bonn which has reservations on the fact that minor 
migrants from other European countries would be coming to Germany, even for a short stay. It may then ne 
envisaged having minors from various origins living in Germany. It was précised that the French partner, the SPF 
Moselle federation is familiar with this type of project and can rely on a strong and experienced team. 

2/ Seminar on the precarious financial situation of students in Europe 

This meeting is to be considered as a major event for ESAN, at the same level with Children and young people 
refugees and migrants held in June 2016. 



Hedi Condroyer introduced the project. The seminar on student poverty could take place in Brussels (ULB) a day 
before or after the next ESAN General Assembly (3rd or 4th semester 2018). Participants will include Associations 
and student unions from European countries, representatives of humanitarian associations, representatives of the 
University and academic organizations members of the European Parliament, members of the EU Commission, 
Representatives of the Council of Europe... 

The provisional programme is as follows: 

Students’ condition in Europe today 
 Poor and precarious students: an invisible population: figures 
  Aspects and forms of poverty: diversity of situations 
 
Evolution of the situation and development of solidarity actions today 
 Interventions of student organizations 
 Solidarity actions of associations 
 
The need for the creation of a network of solidarity with students in Europe 
 Putting the various actors in motion 
 Objectives for the Decade: 
 Solidarity projects 
 Intervention by public authorities (at European, national and local level) 
 
A press release will be soon available. Meanwhile, each ESAN member will provide information and contacts to 
Hedi and students’ organisations will be contacted. A steering committee will soon be constituted. 

3/ Work with young people at high risk 

Documents on this project managed by ICA Azores are annexed to this report. The idea is to deal with young 
people confronted to violence, drugs abuse, loneliness, pathological stress, etc. and to help them to connect with 
the right persons and services. ICA can provide high level specialists on these questions and the project could 
lead to producing capacity building for professionals. TWSD and UFAS expressed real interest for the idea and 
AEPDPSF suggested linking a presentation with the Day for the protection of childhood, on November 24th. 

Meanwhile, IAC Azores will build a team and will produce a new document based on a non-theoretical approach 
which can be completed by other members.   

 

Next meeting 

The next meeting will be on January 31st 2018 in Brussels. 

   

 


